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Starvation, online smart class a failure !

Workers at loose ends,
don't find work in domicile

In Odisha, an average of 30 per

cent of the youth is now in the

clutches of narcotics. This has sent a

message of concern for the

civilization, culture and future of

Odisha. According to a recent survey,

40 to 45 per cent of people in Odisha

consume drugs. Nearly 3 lakh people

are under habitual intoxication.

Mostly, the consumers are youth

generation. Many people consume

drugs from a young age. Punjab tops

the list of most addictive...

‘Janabadi’ Bureau Review

‘Janabadi’ Bureau Review

Covid-19 has impaired our social

system. Since the past 15 months, the

horrifying sight of children who are

the future of our country, on one hand

suffer from inanition in the stomach

and on the other, worry about

building their future.

The government publicized zoom

classes, e-commerce, entertainment

streaming has been easier for the

children belonging to well-to-do

families. These children attend

online schooling comfortably, but

according to government data, only

 Youth on drugs : high as a kite
 Magnitude of substance
use: Odisha Ranks 10th

For the past 15 months, workers

in Odisha have not been able to

recuperate from the ravaging impact

of Corona pandemic. When the night

befalls, there is a worry to feed the

starved out belly. With sleepless

nights, workers and their family

ponder over two square meals a day.
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The tragic picture of poverty

Online education amidst starved out belly !

The count of migrant workers is not

in hundreds or thousands, but

millions of Odiya workers who used

to migrate to other states to feed their

families, are currently sitting at home

without work. The government's

much-publicized MNREGA scheme

has not been implemented. Workers

and labourers are spending months

after months with the worry of

feeding themselves and their family

due to work being lost. The

government's Rice scheme has not

been able to satiate their hunger. The

financial assistance which was

supposed to be given...

39 percent of

schools have

c o m p u t e r s .

According to the

Unified District

I n f o r m a t i o n

System for

Education in

2019-20, 22

percent of

households have

access to the Internet. This means that

an average of 78 per cent of schools

in India do not have internet access.

More than 61

percent of

households do not

have computer. In

state like Odisha,

this number is

h i g h e r .

I m p o v e r i s h e d

children who are

not free from the

clutches of

inanition in the stomach, for them

online learning is a distant dream.

 According to the information

obtained, the closure of schools by

Corona pandemic, the children seem

to have forgotten their lessons. The

state government has come up with a

new blue print to revive the education

system. With the use of smart phones,

children will be taught upto tenth

grade through Youtube. In many

areas, issues like power outages,

servers, smart phones, management,

and finances are likely to occur.

Questions are being raised about

educating children on mobile

Youtube. So the...
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 FROM DECLARED TO UNDECLARED

 June 25, 2021, marks the completion of 46 years when the state of emergency

was imposed in India by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The period from

1975 to 1977 was marked by massive media censorship, restrictions on civil rights,

and a forced mass sterilisation campaign. The Emergency remained in effect from

June 25, 1975, to March 21, 1977, and is to this date regarded as a 'dark phase' in

Independent India's history because this period was marked by a government crack-

down on civil liberties, frequent human rights violations, and the press being cen-

sored to a repressive extent.  Today PM Modi recollects the dark days of Emergency.

The civil society is also remembering some of the announcements made by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi during the Corona pandemic. Such as the demonetization of

currency, the issue of GST, the declaration of war against Corona pandemic, the

burning of plates and the burning of divine candles. Citizens also remember that

during the 2014 elections, Modi promised to give the people a transparent and ac-

countable regime and said that the country would be prosperous by importing black

money from overseas. The country will be a superpower in the world. But today,

during the seven years of Modi's rule, the countrymen are witnessing an unannounced

state of emergency. When farmers have been campaigning for their rights for seven

months, the government is trying to break up the farmers' movement instead of dis-

cussing the democratic process on its own. Farmers are being linked to one false case

after another. A sedition case is being filed in the name of the country's thoughtful,

independent thinkers, citizens as they raise their voice against the interests of the

government's faulty economic companies. Forty six years earlier, the then Indira Gan-

dhi-led Congress government declared a state of emergency and attacked the funda-

mental rights of the country's citizens. That was an announced state of emergency.

But today the government is adopting one repression policy after another to muzzle

the voice of citizens working for the protection of democracy, the constitutional body,

the democratic organization. The government did not listen to the farmers because

they demanded their rights. The rights of Peasants are being taken away. It seems like

companies are ruling the country. The country's industries, factories, companies, cor-

porations, banks, railways, airports, water and land, forests, rivers, hills, mines, are

all being handed over to the corporates. The question is whether the country has lost

its worth of democracy, the constitution, secularism, socialism and human rights?

This loss is like a situation akin to an "unannounced state of emergency". To elimi-

nate this worth has the government tried to create an unannounced state of emer-

gency? As the country faces economic downturns, rising wages, corruption, and crack-

downs on the police administration, an elected democratic government seems to be

working to protect the interests of companies or corporate houses by not fulfilling its

constitutional responsibilities. Has the Prime Minister Modi forgotten his pledge dur-

ing the 2014 elections? Repression is rampant in one state after another. And they call

it as anti-national! Because they are expressing their views against the government.

But the reality is that when the corporate house takes away the basic rights of citizens,

the right to live with dignity, the government is adopting a policy that violates the

fundamental rights of citizens.

The question is why is the Supreme Court interfering if the government is fulfill-

ing its responsibilities? When the government expressed its inability to help those

who had recently died of corona, the Supreme Court ruled in its favor that the govern-

ment should provide assistance to the families of the Covid victims. For this, the SC

has given the government six weeks. Even when the government tried to suppress the

peasant movement, the court opined that the democratic movement could not be dis-

solved but that the government should review and discuss with the protesters. Again,

when the government has filed sedition case against the name of conscious citizens,

intellectuals, social workers, the court has acquitted the citizens in one case after

another.  In the end, it is clear that the government's declared state of emergency 46

years earlier was an attack on the fundamental rights of citizens. But today, after forty

six years it seems like India is in a state of undeclared emergency. Fanaticism is at a

high level today. The seeds of communalism are being sown in the name of religion.

And the water, land, forests, rivers, hills of the people are being handed over to the

corporates to protect the interests of the corporate house. It has to be understood as an

attack on democracy. The constitution of the country emphasizes the need for a broader

and stronger democratic movement to protect democracy.

Throwing dust in the
eyes of the law !
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The caption "throwing dust in the eyes of

the Law" can have two meanings. One is

how the law treats all activities, especially

sand, in the river. For example, what are

the provisions of our country's law on

sand extraction, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,

leasing, and environmental impact? The other

is- has the law of our country fallen on deaf ears,

which is why the law is blind? Has the law of our

country turned a blind eye to the catastrophic

problems of sand, the life of the river and the public life when it is in

crisis? The two sides of the article have the relevance of discussing these

two aspects.

We begin the talk with the excavation of the Subarnarekha River's sand.

The matter related to violations of pollution norms by sand mining operators

in the Subarnarekha River in respect of Jaleswar Tehsil, River block. There

were allegations that the villagers of Panchughanta village are affected by

the impact of sand mining due to transportation through the village road as

there was severe air pollution, depletion of water level, change in course

of the river and obstruction of the natural flow by wooden bridges and

approach road within the river. It seems the district administration of

Balasore has been failing repeatedly in halting the illegal sand mining

operations and complying with the orders of the National Green

Tribunal(NGT) or other authorities. The Green Tribunal delivered a

landmark judgment on September 4, 2018, on the author's appeal. Since

2010, the West Bengal sand mafia has been extracting sand illegally from

the Subarnarekha River, which flows along the border between West Bengal

and Odisha. Their illegal activities had crossed all its limits. Thousands of

trucks were looting sand 50 to 60 feet below the river's edge using pumps,

movers, and JCPs. As a result, people from Bilashpur, Gopalpur, Mankadia,

Kuanpur, Totapada, Behera Sahi, Prahrajpur, Dakshinprahrajpur and

Makrampur villages in the Jaleswar block of the Odisha state were outraged.

Loud noises deprived people of sleep at night. At school, children could

not study. The quake generated by these activities affected hundreds of

homes and schools. In the sand mining areas, the excavation caused

landslides during the floods and the houses were submerged in all the rivers.

The locals lost their livelihoods by fishing from the river. The water in the

river was so muddy that people could not even bathe in the river. And

when people protested, the local area was on the battlefield. The mafia

used swords, firearms, and guns to threaten the people. People appealed to

the government and the administration. The local tehsildar took the police

and tried to retaliate the mafia. But all in vain, because there were firearms

in the hands of the sand mafia. Our police did not even have a strong

wooden stick. The only way was to return back!

The author was arraigned on August 30, 2017 in the Green Tribunal. As

a petitioner, I and the Opposition, viz., The Government of West Bengal

and the Government of Odisha and the Union Government, Ministry of

Forests, Environment and Climate Change of the Central Government,

heard the case at various stages on September 4, 2018. In the 23-page

judgment, the bench interpreted what the various laws of the country had

to say about sand extraction, as well as how they had been openly violated

in the case of sand mining in Subarna Rekha. The final decision he made

was very important. He also strongly condemned the inaction of the Odisha

and West Bengal governments on the specific application for the removal

of the Subarnarekha sand and ordered immediate action. For example,

demarcating the boundaries of West Bengal and Odisha within the river,

immediately halting sand mining, filing criminal cases against the sand

mafia and the equipment used by them, seizing motor vehicles, and digging

sand and compensating the people for the damage. Former...

EMERGENCY  !  FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS TRAMPLED

Sudarshan Das
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Time has changed and we are living in a world

where everything is all about uncertainty. Especially

the rise of COVID-19 destroys all our hopes and

dreams. Technology brings pleasure with its multiple

smart features. It is indeed a good thing. But here

the question arises that, are we really happy with

whatever we are doing?  Are we really happy with

the kind of education our children are getting?  Well,

it is very hard to get the right answers of these

questions. Most of us even don't know that how far

technology impact on the students. The impact of

online classes can be a cause of concern for many

parents. While the situation is very worrying, it is

what the current situation calls for. But with the right

support system, these students can easily overcome

the challenges posed by online learning.  It seems to

be a difficult task to reopen schools in near future

due to the pandemic which can cause severe

repercussions. This is the reason for which online

learning are the best choice for any student or parents.

Online learning comes with its challenges that can

impact the children to a great extent. There are few

things that our students and parents are not quite

concern about the online learning. Loss of motivation

and sense of self discipline needed to study online

are some of the major struggles that children face.

These are the skills that are extremely important for

building social relationships as a child but also as an

adult.

Parents today are very much panic about their

children's educational future than ever. With the

advanced technology and innovative thinking

learning becomes easier for students. Now a days,

due to pandemic many private and government

schools have started online education due to the

school being closed. Students are connecting with

their friends and teachers in virtual mode rather than

offline mode. Well it is all about the situation for

which we confined ourselves within the four walls.

Undoubtedly, the teachers and students are same in

both online and offline platform. But the environment

and the learning strategies are not same. Here the

scenario is very clear. Just imagine the situation of a

real classroom where there was a frequent interaction

between the teachers and students. No network

issues, no battery problem, individualized

THE REST OF PAGE-2
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monitoring, structured and

d i s c i p l i n e d setting, face to

f a c e i n t e r a c t i o n s

a n d interpersonal

s k i l l s development.

Now the situation has

changed a lot. Of course,

o n l i n e Education is a

very flexible l e a r n i n g

system that allows students

to study solely via the internet on their own computer

at home, or wherever they see fit.  But in virtual mode

the teachers are not able to pay equal attention to the

students. Most of the students are also not able to focus

on the topic properly and here the interaction is not

adequate. Students are really hypnotized with

electronic gazettes and spending too much time on

them which really makes them socially isolated from

the real world. It also causes psychological issues like

loneliness, being suspicious all the time, feeling self

centered etc. if we talk about the advantages of online

learning then the students of private schools are far

better than the students of Government schools. It is

due to the effort paid by the parents, teachers, proper

guidance, quality education, and environment which

matters a lot.

Now let us bring out the real picture of online

learning in Government schools. Online Education

plays a crucial role in the current setting where every

student does not have equal access to educational

infrastructure. With no immediate possibility of

reopening of schools for classroom teaching in sight,

the Odisha Government kicked off the live streaming

of classes from 21st June 2021 on YouTube platform

for class I to class  x students. Based upon the situation

of COVID it is good decision. But it is really

disheartening to observe the practical situation of online

learning. Here my question is for each and every

individual that how much satisfy you are and how many

students can get the advantages of it.  Research shows

that only 33% students were accessible to online classes

last year and so far only 38% students are accessible to

online classes this year. So what about the rest of the

students?  In India, people are relying heavily on strong

internet connections, computer or smart phones to do

any work comfortably. At this tough situation even

students are also relying on computers and smart

phones to access online class. The crisis has nudged

students to pick up e-learning opportunities, as there

is no end in sight. As the country takes to online

education, the current pandemic is impacting rural

students more than those who live in cities.

Unfortunately, students in rural area are facing a lot

of problem in order to deal with the newest devices

and the level of understanding the online content is

indeed one of the biggest challenges for them. Very

few students in villages possess smart phones and

laptops. They have to depend upon their family

members' mobile phones for learning and attending

classes, doing tasks, watching small screens to

consume as much information as possible for long

hours which is somehow not possible for them.  Even

some of them don't have smart phones too.

Furthermore, purchasing data plans for learning also

expensive because of their financial constraints. For

the students of rural areas .Many lower income families

cannot afford to buy the educational and informational

technology that have proliferated society. In addition,

these families cannot provide the academic help and

support that may be needed outside of the classroom

setting. It may sound odd to you. But it is a bitter truth.

This can impact student self-esteem and personal

perceived value and cause undue stress. Online

learning may be boon for those students who live in

the cities but not for the students who live in remote

areas. Hence it is absolutely essential to provide an

equal and accessible platform to receive education. In

the present scenario it may be the challenging task for

any government or for any teachers. Providing

multimedia teaching tools to teachers and students and

utilizing smart classroom equipment like virtual

classroom, digital content, digital language lab can

help teachers boost education scenario in rural settings.

We cannot simply introduce modern methods of

education which is not adequate for quality learning.

One to one interactions among teachers and peers are

very crucial for learning. On a digital platform, how

students learn and communicate with others is

absolutely important for both students and teachers.

We should be more optimistic to provide the right

platform for all the students where education should

reach at their doorsteps.

 Jharkhand High Court judge RK Merathia has been

appointed as the supervisory authority to monitor

whether the NGT directives are being implemented

properly by both governments. This was one aspect of

the NGT verdict. The other side was the Government

of India for the Ministry of Forests, Environment and

Climate Change; It would not be an exaggeration to

say that the NGT's conclusions on these two aspects

of the directive on sand extraction from rivers across

the country are groundbreaking. "In our country, there

is no law or policy to protect the life of the river or the

smooth flow of the river, just as national politics, the

Interstate River Disputes Act 1956, are not within the

bounds of the policy or the law," he said. The problem

of sand is interpreted within laws or policies intended

for other areas. For example, the Environment

(Protection) Act 1986, the Water Pollution Prevention

and Control Act 1974, the Air Pollution Prevention

and Control Act 1981, the Mines and Minerals Act

1957, the Environmental Impact Assessment

Notification 2006/2014 and so on. The problem is

interpreted and decided. Realizing the importance and

complexity of the river's sand extraction, transportation,

use and trade issues, the Government of India issued

the 2016 Sustainable Sand Extraction and Management

Guidelines. "It is important that the flow, movement,

water pollution, dams and coastal protection of the river

bottom, which is detrimental to biodiversity and

harmful to the environment, and that it should be

prohibited," he said.

The bench of the Hon'ble Green Tribunal in the

final hearing of the Subarnarekha sand mining

(Sudarshan Das v. West Bengal government and others)

case, the Government of India's Ministry of Forests,

Environment and Climate Change Strictly instructed.

He encouraged ordinary people as well to take part in

solving this great task. Based on this, the Government

of India has issued the 2020 Direction for the

Implementation and Management of Sand Excavation,

what is included in that directive? Has the law /

regulation blinded the issue of the continuous flow of

the river or has the law been able to learn to keep an

eye on the sustainability of the river? In the next article,

we will talk about it.

Phone: 9437020225

IMPACT OF ONLINE LEARNING ON STUDENTS
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The person with a socialist and humanist

personality whose every action was realistic is

the activist, Surendra Nath Mudali (SNM). He

was an unrestful demeanour, a person having a

strong interest in or concern for human welfare,

values and dignity. Raising the banner of

socialism to the end of his life, he participated

Social reformer Surendra
Mudali's 85th Birth Anniversary

in, led, and imprisoned hundreds of struggles to

protect the interests of the working class.

His voice against communalism was sharp. He

led the path from Sundargarh to Kendujhar as a

social worker dedicated to communist ideology.

 SNM was a great inexorable personality. The

lamp of wisdom. His identity was unique among

the fighting men. He could not remain calm if he

saw any worker a victim of exploitation. He left

no stones unturned to ensure that the worker got

rid of the exploitation.

The SNM's belief :

Scientific socialism is the quest for happiness,

peace, and prosperity, not destruction

and violence. A socialist / communist

globalization, in which human beings

will break all chains and travel on the

path of development, will develop

humanity.

On the way to battle:

As an advocate, he helped the poor

people. From his hometown of Cuttack

district in Alinga, Patrakana, from

Bhubaneswar to Brahmapur, from

Sundargarh to Kendujhar, still everywhere

there are the footprints of SNM. He led

the struggle through organizations such as

the CPI (M), the CITU, the Democratic

Party, and the Judiciary Forum. In the

wake of the state of emergency in 1975,

SNM took the lead in the struggle for the

protection of democratic constitutional

rights. As a result, he was imprisoned for

more than 10 months.
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'SNM' was a fighter for Marxist ideology:

Not only did he take part in hundreds of battles

as a fighter for Marxist ideology, he also

established residential schools from technical

schools. While studying, he collected a handful of

rice to address the shortage of high schools in the

village. During middle age of his life, he

established a prestigious technical college, such

as Nist, in Berhampur. Apex was later built in

Bhubaneswar. The magazine was founded by a

social service organization called 'Sankalp'. In

addition, Diganta Residential School and Apex ITI.

The publication of "Janabadi" began:

There are many newspapers and electronic

media in Odisha, but there is not a single

newspaper related to the protection of human

rights. The number of human rights violations in

Odisha is on the rise every day. The voices of his

rebellion were heard every day after he learned

of the police crackdown on human rights activists

and even civilians. Some of them started

discussions with their fellow social workers,

politicians and human rights activists, and started

a weekly newspaper on human rights in Odisha

called Janabadi. As its founding editor, SNM

(Surendra Mudali) is a well-known news editor

based on factual and human rights violations.

Within a few days, it caught the attention of the

government. It gained the admiration of readers.

These socialist and humanist personalities had

intellectual judgments behind the reader's

recognition that today's publicists have gained.

The 85th birth anniversary of Surendranath

Mudali (SNM) at various places:

Jayalakshmi, chairperson of the Diganta area

of Patrakana, celebrated the birth anniversary on

Friday, July 2 with 20 volunteers. On this

occasion, 10th graders took the online exam.

Prominent social workers are prominent lawyers.

Various programs have been organized by the

human rights activists(Sankalp organization) to

mark the 75th birth anniversary of the late Surendra

Mudali. The president of the Sankalp, Chakradhar

Pradhan, laid a wreath at the statue inside the

Diganta Residential School premises in the

presence of the staff and teachers. For the first time,

the teachers of Diganta Boarding School organized

an online exam on the occasion of the birth

anniversary of the late Mudali, the founder of

Diganta Boarding School. Indigenous students

from different parts of Odisha took the exam

through mobile apps. Amid the Corona pandemic,

conducting an online exam with children is an

innovative endeavour. The program was moderated

by Mihir Kant Mohapatra, Jayakrishna Champatti,

Gyan Ranjan Chau Patnaik, Rabindra Pradhan,

Sujan Muduli and Diganta School teachers.

The SNM Indoor Stadium was inaugurated at NIST:

The 'SNM Indoor Stadium' has been inaugurated

at the 'NIST' premises in Berhampur, which was

founded by him, on the occasion of the 85th birth

anniversary of the great thinker revolutionary

socialist personality and activist Surendra Mudali.

The stadium was inaugurated by Prashant Swain,

the current chairman of NIST.

It is hoped that this will create a unique identity

not only for Odisha, but also for India and the

world. The stadium can also house sports, painting,

dance, debate, film and serials. The event was

attended by Director Prof. Sangram Mudali, the

Chief Prof. Geetika Mudali.

 'SNM' Memorial Speech:

On the occasion of Surendra Nath Mudali's 85th

birth anniversary on 2nd July, India's renowned

journalist Director of the 'Hindu Publishing Group'

and former editor-in-chief of the 'Hindu and

Frontline', Shri N. Ram gave an eloquent speech

through zoom application. Topic of speech given

by him was "The Politics of citizenship in India.

Intellectuals and thinkers, not only from Odisha

but also in India and abroad, participated in the

event. The event was coordinated by Prof. Arnab

Banerjee and Prof. Sangram Mudali. "The country's

citizenship is in crisis today," Shri N.Ram said.

Citizens do not have access to constitutional

democratic rights or even identity. The late Mudali

has taken a historic and courageous step by

declaring 'humanism' on the basis of human rights

by publishing 'Janabadi.' I have read the English

version of "Janabadi", I would say that its news

and editorial are of high quality. Finally, Alikishore

Patnaik, Secretary, Odisha State Committee of the

CPI (M), offered his thanks. He delivered a keynote

address.
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Lakshadweep :

 India's paradise islands in turmoil over new plans

There is always so much peace and

harmony in Lakshadweep that it has

almost turned into the headlines in the

national media which no one has no-

ticed. But now, Lakshadweep is in tur-

moil and strife. On December 5, 2020

Prafulla Khoda Patel was the newly-

appointed government administrator.

Within six months of taking charge as

administrator of Lakshadweep,

Prafulla Khoda Patel, a former Gujarat

BJP leader and confidante of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, has more

than a few rare distinctions to his

credit. Patel's actions and controver-

sial decisions as the administrator of

the archipelago have united political

leaders of the Congress, the BJP, the

NCP and other parties in vociferous

protests against him.

Lakshadweep, once part of the

Malabar district in the Madras Presi-

dency, was recognized as a Union Ter-

ritory in 1956 after the formation of

the state of Kerala. Lakshadweep is the

smallest union territory in India in

terms of size. It is an island with 34

islands covering an area of 32 sq km

in the Arabian Sea, 220 to 60 km west

of the Kerala coast. One of the islands

has already been submerged, and there

are now 35. Of these, only 10 live, and

the total population is about 70,000.

There are four types of tribal people

living here, all of whom are Muslims.

Ninety-five percent of the population

is tribal, while ninety six percent are

Muslims. The current language is

Malayalam. There is a district council

at the district level, with a total of 10

island panchayats on different islands.

A Lok Sabha member is elected from

Lakshadweep. The seat has been in the

hands of the Congress for a long time

and is now in the hands of the NCP.

As an administrative district, it has a

district commissioner and has a total

of 10 sub-divisions. The administra-

tive head of

the island is

an adminis-

trator and

has a

number of

d e v e l o p -

ment depart-

ments under

him. Per-

mission is

required for

access to people outside the island on

Lakshadweep. Five of the four union

territories in the country, namely Delhi,

Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,

Puducherry and the Andaman and

Nicobar Islands, have one Lieutenant

Governor appointed by the President as

the Chief Minister, while the Punjab

Governor is appointed by the

Chandigarh Union Territory. The re-

maining two Union Territories are

Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar

Haveli, and Daman and Diu are ap-

pointed by the President as the Chief

Administrator (Administrator). The

post was traditionally held by an IAS

administrative officer. However, with

the exception of the NDA government

in 2014, a political figure named

Prafulla Khoda Patel was appointed as

the Daman and Diu administrator. The

BJP-backed BJP leader was first ap-

pointed as a state minister in 2007 af-

ter being elected MLA in Gujarat for

the first time. After Amit Shah resigned

from the 2010 cabinet after being ac-

cused in the Sohrabuddin murder case,

Patel was promoted to the cabinet level

and became closer to the then Chief

Minister Modi. However, Patel, who

lost the 2012 election, was appointed

administrator in 2014. In 2014, he was

appointed administrator of Dadra and

Nagar Haveli. The two unified territo-

ries were merged on January 26, 2020,

and Patel became its administrator.

After the death of Lakshadweep admin-

istrator Dineshwar Sharma, Patel was

given an additional five years from

December 5, 2020. In other words, he

is now the only administrator of the two

Union territories. For a specific goal he

has been sent to Lakshadweep, and the

outline of that goal has been prepared

by the Policy Commission and pub-

lished in the May 2019 booklet "Trans-

forming Islands through Creativity and

Innovations." Lakshadweep is known

as the "Lagoon's Paradise" because of

its huge lagoon area, which covers an

area of about 4,000 square kilometers.

A slew of controversial decisions taken

by Prafulla Patel have also ensured that

India's smallest union territory, which

hitherto enjoyed pride of place on

travel glossies for its tranquil beaches,

spectacular sunsets, stunning marine

life and magnificent coral reef, leapt to

the front pages of national dailies for

rising Covid cases, disruption of com-

munal harmony and a draconian law.

Therefore, with the potential for tour-

ism in the region, the policy commis-

sion is focusing on developing the en-

tire island. In fact, the topography of

the Maldives, located just a few hun-

dred kilometers from Lakshadweep, is

almost identical and can be found on

the world tourism map as a major center

of the world, so that Lakshadweep can

be re-developed in that context to at-

tract tourists. Therefore, the develop-

ment work needed to be accelerated.

This will create more employment op-

portunities for locals through tourism

development. In addition, fish and

other seafood and coconut exports can

be used to improve the development of

the island and improve the living stand-

ards of local people. Although Patel

was sent to draft the plan, his actions

did not go unnoticed.

Immediately after Administrator

Patel joined the work, he relaxed the

Covid-related protection system for

outsiders. Under the previous arrange-

ment, anyone coming to Lakshadweep

had to stay in Kochi, Kerala, or

Kavarrati the capital of Lakshadweep,

for four days. Under the new system,

anyone with access to the negative

RTPC test report four hours ago was

allowed to enter the island. The result

as of January 2021, no one had been

i n f e c t e d

with Covid

d i s e a s e ,

but by May

28, 2021,

10 percent

of the total

population

had been

infected, of

which 28

people had

died. The

health care

system there has not improved so much

that it has gone out of control due to

lack of proper treatment after the

spread of the infection. Controversy

has erupted, blaming the administra-

tion's decision to block the move. A se-

dition case has been filed against Aisha

Sultana the only female filmmaker in

Lakshadweep associated with the

Malayalam film industry on a television

interview, for commenting on the gov-

ernment's failure to manage Covid. The

incident also provoked local residents.

There is a proposal from the admin-

istrator to make it mandatory to obtain

a certificate from the officer before cut-

ting the cattle there. In addition, a ban

on the sale, transportation and storage

of beef can be issued. If convicted, per-

son faces up to a year in prison and a

fine of up to Rs 10,000. More than 95

percent of the population is indigenous,

and Muslims and beef eaters are part

of their traditional diet. Although there

are laws in place to protect cattle in

many parts of the country, many states

in north-eastern India, including BJP-

ruled Goa, still have no restrictions on

cutting beef and eating beef, accord-

ing to an administrator. In addition, the

three administrators may have their

own food preferences and dislikes from

religious and political backgrounds. To

impose that choice or dislike on the

people of a region means to forcefully

change the culture and food habits of

the local people. Not only this, with the

help of the mid-day program in schools,

it has been decided to shut down the

meat and eggs.

All islands in Lakshadweep are now

in full swing with respect to public sen-

timent. Drinking is provided only to

tourists at the deserted Bangaram Is-

land resort. The administration has also

ordered the opening of shops to pro-

Sarala Das
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 has not yet been redeemed. There is a sharp

rise in prices starting from potatoes, onions and

edible oil. The picture of hunger is everywhere,

be it slum in the city or villages.

In a state like Odisha, there have also been

reports of child trafficking. The government is a

witness to such worse and degrading picture.

Workers who are in a state of helplessness and are

enduring hunger every day, have now decided to

leave their domicile once again to earn money and

save their family. Some are travelling to Tamil

Nadu, Chennai, Kolkata and some others are

getting ready to go to Surat.

The second wave of the corona is now

frightening the people of Ganjam. It's been 3 to 4

months now. With a slight decline in number of

 states in India, while Odisha ranks tenth in

the whole of India. This is a matter of great

concern for the state. The state STF has seized

the highest number of drug peddling in the last

three years. According to the Crime Branch STF,

2.647 kg of brown sugar was seized in 2019. In

2020, 35.616 kg of brown sugar was seized, while

in 2021, 234 kg of brown sugar and 66 quintals

of Cannabis were seized. The Narcotics Control

Bureau has also uncovered a number of drug

dealings. It has exposed drug trafficking

techniques of dealers and their path of peddling.

Psychologists, former Cricketers and Police have

created awareness against drug addiction.

Magnitude of substance...

Workers at loose...

Corona infections in the country and state, the

Ganjam based workers are planning to move to

Surat for work. After being idle for many months

they find it hard to feed their family without work.

All their earnings are getting over. Due to this they

are frustrated, the Berhampur railway station is

now crowded with people. There is an educated

and determined young girl from an odiya

household. Her house is in Inginathi panchayat

under Belgunta block of Ganjam district. After

finishing her graduation, she did not find work in

her district; hence she plans to go to Surat for work.

Fear of Covid on one hand, and starvation on the

other. Many young people in Ganjam district are

now planning to return to Surat for work after a

slight decline in Corona infections. Odia migrants

from many rural areas in Ganjam district rely on

Surat, and preparations are underway to return to

Surat after the situation improves. The workers

who have been living in their homeland for a long

time, have not been able to find work. Eventually,

some leave their family behind, and some take

them along for going to work. Now the third wave

of the Corona is expected. Despite this, thousands

of workers from Ganjam district are now moving

to different states. Because everyone cares about

their family. Odia migrants are forced to return to

work after a long span of time due to

unemployment in Odisha.

The tragic picture...

future days will prove how effectively the

children are accepting this mode of education.

Smartphones are a distant dream for the children

of many families. Children of poor families are

starving due to lack of funds. They say, who thinks

about education and mobile phone with a starved

out belly !

This is the story of Kendrapara district, the forest

tribes of the Mahakalapada block. The family has

no farmland. The family sustains by catching crabs,

fishes from the rivers and sea. Mobile phone is a

dream for them. A picture of Jangalgheri village, a

tribal community of the Petachella panchayat in

the block. This is the story of the families of many

educated children. The children who were enrolled

in a school far away from home. Due to Corona

pandemic, they quit their studies and engaged

themselves in selling fish and crabs in the local

market to feed their family. So the government's

plan of smart class education is inaccessible to

them. The plan is inaccessible to them. Upon

interacting with some of these tribal children, they

said, "In their world of poverty, there is no grain to

feed themselves. Every alternate day, they have a

morsel of their meal. In such a scenario from where

will they manage money to buy mobile phone and

attend online education." This problem has been

seen in students of tribal-dominated areas of the

block like Sinpada, Lunimathia, Pandarmaili,

Jammu, Suniti, Bara Number, Akhugada,

Baghuameda. If the state government had provided

mobile phones to these tribal families and train

them for smart education, they would have taken

interest in studying. Some intellectuals, social

workers, and academicians in the region have

expressed concern that the government's online

smart education plan will fail.

vide alcohol to tourists on all islands in the region.

As a result, locals are likely to enter the alcohol poi-

soning zone and be severely affected by its effects,

prompting the administration to withdraw its deci-

sion to open a liquor store by implementing a com-

plete drug ban.

A new law, called the 'Prevention of Anti-Social

Activities Regulation',  has been drafted on

Lakshadweep, which states that anyone who acts anti-

socially is a barrier to peacekeeping. It is widely be-

lieved that this repressive law is being enacted by

the administration to silence the voices of the people

against the anti-people activities going on there. Ac-

cording to the NCB, the rate of various crimes there

is much lower than the national average.

The most worrying for the islanders is the

'Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation',

drafted by the administration. A "Planning and De-

velopment Authority" will be set up to develop the

islands. Members of the organization will be able to

make extensive changes in the acquisition and use

of land for various projects that are to be selected by

administrators rather than democratically elected.

This will allow the tribal smallholdings to be taken

over by the administration so that they become land-

less. Indirectly, that will force them to flee the vil-

lage and their future will be bleak. Most importantly,

there has been no discussion with the public and the

panchayats before drafting such a law. The letter is

also being amended in the 'Panchayat Regulation

2021' so that people with more than two children will

not be able to participate in the special panchayat

elections. Even if such laws exist elsewhere in the

country, the change cannot be accepted by the peo-

ple, and the major political parties there, the Con-

gress and the NCP, are also opposed to it. Of course,

the law was not enforced, but the administration was

unable to explain it to the people.

The government's declared vision in the booklet

prepared for the development of the islands is, 'Happy

and Prosperous Islanders on an Environmentally Pro-

tected Island'. That is, the island's environment and

development are at the center of development. Any

plan made from above without consulting or trusting

those islanders or their elected representatives, no

matter how good, cannot make the islanders happy.

This will be against the above vision. The establish-

ment of large-scale tourism projects in the environ-

mentally sensitive islands is likely to pose a threat to

the fragile environment there. So in order to take on

this kind of developmental work, the administrator

had to first try to win the trust of the people, which

he has so far failed to do. The situation there is such

that the administration is demanding the immediate

removal of Prafulla Patel, citing human rights abuses.

Therefore With the suspension of the proposed laws

and decisions, the administrator must first make a

special effort to win the trust of the people there.

Otherwise, a quiet area could lead to a turbulent is-

land because of administrative inefficiencies.
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 Diganta: achievement of 100 %
success in consecutive years

Vamsadhara Tribunal Allows AP To Construct Barrage
At Neredi, Asks Odisha For Land Acquisition

The All India Kisan

Mahasabha and the CPI

(ML) Liberation Party have

been protesting for years

about the Andhra Pradesh

government's Neradi

Barrage project on the

Gunupur dynasty. In the last

few days, the honourable SC

gave a verdict that the

Odisha government will

have to hand over 106 acres

of land to Andhra Pradesh

for the Neredi Barrage. The

Vamsadhara Water Dispute

Tribunal (VWDT) has

allowed the Government of

Andhra Pradesh to construct

the barrage at Neredi over

river Vamsadhara while

directing the Odisha

government to acquire land

for the project. While giving

permission to the

neighbouring State, the

tribunal also set certain

conditions for carrying out

the project. The tribunal

stated that the barrage would

have a right head sluice

through which Andhra can

draw 8,000 cusecs water and

have a Left Head Sluice

(LHS) to cater to the

requirements of Odisha

below the barrage. Odisha

would have to bear the cost

of LHS, the tribunal clarified.

Both the states would have

the right over the water of the

river, it said.

The tribunal also directed

the Odisha government to

acquire 106 acres of land

required for the barrage and

hand it over to A.P. within one

year from the date of

publication of the present

order. In return, AP would

have to give compensation to

Odisha in respect to the

rehabilitation of land losers

and meet other expenses

incurred by it (Odisha). On

the recent development,

Ramesh Tripathy, former

chief engineer said an

agreement has been signed

between Odisha and Andhra

Pradesh in 1961 for

construction of barrage at

Neredi. Some villagers

residing in the left side of

Neredi are unhappy over the

decision as they apprehend

submergence of huge tract of

farm land. The tribunal had

ordered for the construction

of the barrage in September

2017.However, the Odisha

government had sought a

clarification on the matter

from the tribunal, which has

come recently, he added.

Odisha has also moved the

Supreme Court seeking

detailed clarification on the

project. The Apex court may

affect some changes or

uphold the tribunal order,

Tripathy said. As per the

agreement, the back water

would be limited within 3 km

of the barrage. But, Odisha

government was

apprehensive of more

damages due to submergence

of more areas in Gunupur

area of Rayagada district, he

said.

We sincerely ask you to

take appropriate these steps

into account. Water supply

should be provided at the

water dong under Gudari to

Kenduguda Dam and water

to Ganjam, Gajapati. The

Government of Odisha

(White Paper) should be

declared to protect the

villages and land on both

sides of the Vamsadhara

River to protect against

floods. The government

should stop supplying 33 per

cent of the water to farmers

and cut off 25 per cent of the

water tax from farmers. In

the Gunupur sub-division,

small canals and river

projects should be

constructed with check dams

to provide water to farmers.

Arrangements should be

made to provide water to the

farmers by constructing

dams on the Harlaguda,

Kharikhuti, Khaira etc. rivers

of Gunupur sub-division.

Pregnant woman moved upto 4-kilometer on a cot !

Kasarda (Bureau): All 34 students of

Diganta Boarding School, a non-profit

organization run by the Sankalp voluntary

organization in Patrakana under Niali

Block Devikandal Dwipanchal Kasarda

Panchayat, have passed the 10th exam.

The school has achieved 100 percent

success in its 10th exams from 2017 to

2021 consecutively. The students of the

school come from

the tribal areas of

K o r a p u t ,

K a n d h a m a l ,

Kendujhar, Bargarh,

K a l a h a n d i ,

R a y a g a d a ,

S u n d e r g a r h ,

Gajapati and other districts to study, have

food and live. The founder of the school,

Prof. Sangram Mudali, the President of

the Concept, Chakradhar Pradhan, the

Editor, Niranjan Chowdhury,

congratulated the meritorious students

and hoped that such success would

continue in the coming years.

Bhubaneswar (Bureau): The Janani

Express ambulance could not enter the

remote village due to lack of roads. And a

pregnant woman was carried upto 4 km on

a cot. According to

sources, Sarojini Mallick,

wife of Arjun Mallik of

Kambarigocha village in

Chahali panchayat on the

outskirts of Chakapad

block in Kandhamal

district was going through labour pain.

Arjun immediately contacted the hospital

as the concerned villagers were relying on

the Gallery Group Health Center in Ganjam

district. The Janani Express ambulance

from the hospital was on its way to

Kambarigocha village to pick up Sarojini.

But the ambulance could no longer move

from Ragapadu, 4 km east of the village of

Kambarigocha. Arjun, with the help of

some villagers, carried Sarojini to the

ambulance in a cot with the help of some

villagers. Her two friends, her mother and

Asha workers also assisted. After the

ambulance reached at the

gallery hospital, Sarojini was

carried inside. There Sarojini

gave birth to a son. Both

mother and son returned home

in the same ambulance as they

were healthy. However, after

the ambulance reaching some distance, the

mother with her new born were again

carried back home on the cot. The

government is spending lakhs of funds to

protect pregnant and newborns, but

ambulances are not accessible in remote

areas due to poor quality of roads. Pregnant

women are having problems with roads and

transportation. Thus, the government

should look into this matter.


