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THE THIRD WAVE IN AUGUST

Terror of  Corona pandemic does not subside
It is a shame for a democratic

nation because of the mysterious

death of Father Stan Swamy, a tribal

rights activist. Various social activists

at the national and international levels

have argued that his death was not

natural, but a premeditated murder.

 According to the report, the

United Nations Human Rights

Council (UNHRC) has expressed its

condolences over the death of Father

Stan Swamy. UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights

Delhi, spokesperson Liz Throssell on

Tuesday expressed anguish over the

death of Stan. "We are saddened and

disturbed by the death of Stan," Liz

said. "High Commissioner Michelle

Bachelet and the UN's independent

experts have repeatedly raised the

cases of Father Stan...
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The government stands

committed when it comes to

protecting the corporate interests.

This has been proved repeatedly from

the tribal areas. Somewhere the

people are being displaced for

establishment of companies,

somewhere the forests are being cut

down and somewhere the tribals are

being suppressed in the name of

development projects. It is not

obvious for a responsible government

to act in defiance of the constitutional

rights of the neglected, marginalized

and tribal people. As a result, there has

been dissatisfaction with regards to this.

 India : Stan Swamy's
death was not natural, but

a premeditated murder

The third wave of Corona in India

will set in by August 15. It could get

worse in September. So far, only 4.6

per cent of India's population has

been fully vaccinated. 20.8 percent

of the population has been

vaccinated with a single dose. The

question arises as to when the slow

pace of vaccination in India will turn

into a good pace. The United States

has been vaccinated at 47.1 percent,

UK at 48.7 percent, Israel at 59.8

percent, Spain at 38.5 percent and

France at 31.2 percent. The report -

COVID-19: The race to finishing line

- prepared by SBI Research, claims

that the covid third wave peak will

arrive by August 15, 2021. It is feared

that the virus could take a turn for

the worse in September. Vaccination

‘Janabadi’ Bureau Review

Attack on the constitutional rights of the tribals

  4Page-3

is the only way to get protection

against the virus. The third wave is

expected to be 1.7 times more deadly

than the second wave. Soumyakant

Ghosh, Group Chief Economic

Adviser, State Bank of India, said an

average of 10,000 cases were

reported in the second week of July.

The devastating second wave has not

yet subsided in the country. Last

week, 45,000 cases came to light.

Millions of people across the country

have lost their jobs during this time.

They cannot get out of their homes.

Concerns have been raised about the

risk of a third wave in such a

situation. Experts say vaccination

alone can prevent the spread of the

virus, but the vaccination process has

not picked up its pace.

According to one report, the

whole country is facing the terror of

second wave of the Corona virus. The

fear of a third wave of the Corona

virus is seen in the Capital city Delhi,

Punjab, Maharashtra, West Bengal,

Kerala and Gujarat. At this time, the

Union Ministry of Health has advised

people to be more cautious. In fact,

the presence of 'Alpha', 'Beta', 'Gama'

and 'Delta' variants has been

identified in 174 districts of the

country. With this new variant of

Corona, there is a risk that the Corona

will once again outspread rapidly.

Not only this, the new variants are

also infecting people who have been

vaccinated.

To tell you, more than 120

mutations have been ...
  4Page-3

About one crore people in the state

belong to the tribal community

(Scheduled Tribes) but the state

government has suppressed their

'constitutional rights'. Even under the

Article 224 (1) of the Constitution,

the state government has deliberately

disbanded the  Tribal Advisory

Council TAC for more than two years,

despite the mandatory provision for

the formation of a (TAC) in the state.

The TAC, which was previously in

place, was last restructured on

January 31, 2018, but its term has

ended with the 2019 general election.

However, the parties, which are

politicizing the vote in the name of

protecting and developing the

interests of the tribals, have been

reluctant to form the TAC. The

political leaders do not have a reply

as to why the TAC... 4Page-3
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How empathetic is the government ?
The recent death of tribal rights activist Stan Swamy, has raised questions about

the sensitivity of the Indian government, not just in India but also worldwide. The

question arises as to how sensitive the government is for the protection of rights of

the citizen because a social activist, a human rights activist and an honest personality

father Stan Swamy died, fighting for the rights of the aboriginal people was detained

by the UPA Act, his bail plea was rejected, he was not given proper medical care.

Today, the picture of discrimination and cruelty is becoming more and more preva-

lent in the country. India has an independent judiciary. There are also human rights

commissions at the national and state levels. But this democratic organization has not

been able to play its role in protecting the human rights of the citizens. The Nations

human rights organization has expressed concern. It is true that if the rule of law had

been implemented, the Indian and the world would not have been able to face such a

situation. Justice is not easily available because of the rule of law. Apparently, the law

is being used to control its citizens. A Pew research report was recently released.

According to the report, 60 percent of India's population is religiously tolerant. But

40 percent of people are religiously intolerant. 64 percent of Hindus agree that to be

a true Indian, Hindu as identity is essential, Hindi as language is essential and dicta-

torship is preferred. What can be said after seeing this report, is it worth being happy

or worrying? Good days will come and can India be the best with such a religious

community and caste mentality? If anyone opposes the discrimination and atrocities

against religion and caste in India after seven decades of Independence and opposes

the government's flawed policies and injustices, will he face a death just like father

Stan Swamy did? Can the politicization of religious communities, the politicization

of democratic institutions, ensure the constitutional and democratic rights of citi-

zens? In India, the concept of capitalism, personal rights and human rights is being

weakened. The spirit of democracy is weakening as a result. Such a scenario says,

there is no limit to the acquisition of property and looting of natural resources. Citi-

zens rights are being violated and trampled. To curb this, the notion of law is not

taking its desired form as it should have been.

Our constitution emphasizes the unity and integrity of the nation, as well as the

dignity of the individual. Human rights and fundamental rights of an individual are

respected. It is not just the right application of the law to protect it. Humanity is also

important. It has become important to review the situation and a question arises as to

how compassionate is the government, because a human rights and social activist

Stan Swamy died in the judicial custody. The 84-year-old Stan Swamy was detained

for six months during the Covid pandemic. Despite his illness, bail application was

repeatedly denied. Organizations such as the NIA opposed his bail. Why are such

inhumane picture and characters so widespread in India? Section 43-D (5) of the UPA

or Illegal Activities (Control) Act applies to more and more independent intellectuals,

social workers, and politicians who speak out against corporate exploitation. The law

is being used to suppress anti-government protests. Sixteen other prominent human

rights activists, including Stan Swamy, have been jailed for months. The government

is not fulfilling its responsibility by providing democratic rights to 16 other activists

who were arrested along with Stan Swamy. The cause of Stan Swamy's death is not

easily accepted by other human rights activists and organizations. They allege that is

was an Institutional murder.  On June 1, 2021, Barbell Kofler, the German Commis-

sioner for Human Rights Policy and Humanitarian Assistance had urgently appealed

to the relevant authorities to consider Stan Swamy's release on humanitarian grounds.

But the government did not listen. The brutal and cruel system is responsible for the

death of Stan Swamy. If the treason law in 1962, the 1971 MISA(The Maintenance of

Internal Security Act)   and the National Security Act in 1980, and the TADA Act in

1980 could be repealed, then why the UPA Act of 1967 is not being repealed? These

laws can only be blamed for the death of Stan Swamy, who had fought till the end of

his life for human rights, human values, ideals, and principles. As a result, the govern-

ment should immediately repeal the laws, and 69 percent of the country's prisoners

are under trial. These prisoners should be released immediately. The government

must abide by its constitutional responsibilities to ensure that anti-humanitarian ac-

tivities such as unjust displacement, human rights violations, and illegal land acquisi-

tions are stopped in the country, or else it will be clear that the government is not

compassionate towards the safety of its citizens !

Disorderliness of
vaccination

In Britain's Cornwall the G-7 summit was held, and it was announced

to provide 100 crore vaccines to the world's poorest countries. The

announcement is encouraging, but 100 crore vaccine is like "a cumin

seed in a camel's mouth".

On the other hand, Africa is experiencing the third wave of Covid-

19. In one month, the number of active cases has doubled. The third

wave has also hit the UK. History speaks that, one wave after another

does hit, but by the third wave   the immunity level boosts up. But in

South Africa and India, it has proved to be

wrong. For this, important steps need to be taken

in view of the potential wave. There is

incoherency in v a c c i n a t i o n .

Vaccination around the world began last

January. If you look at the vaccine statistics, you

can see that the incoherence is

growing. More than 190 countries around the

world have been vaccinated in the past

week with a population of more than 2.34 billion.

The world's population is estimated to be 7.7 billion, which means that

one-third of the world's population is vaccinated. The available data

show vaccination incoherency and percentages of first dose are 52 in

the United States, 43 in the EU, 61.8 in the UK, 48.1 in Germany, 46.5

in France, 47.8 in Italy, 47.3 in the UAE, 31 in China, 22 in South

Korea, 12.3 in Russia, 12 in Japan and 17 in India. In India, an average

of 18.0 per cent of the population is vaccinated with at least one dose.

Vaccination percentages are Philippines has 4.1, Thailand 6.3, Indonesia

7.4, Iran 4.7, Myanmar 3.4, Pakistan 3.6, Bangladesh 3.5, Sri Lanka 9.3

and Ethiopia 2.0. In Vietnam, 1.1 percent in Iraq, 1.3 percent in

Afghanistan, 1.0 percent in Sudan, 0.6 percent in Venezuela, 0.8 percent

in Amman, 0.3 percent in Cameroon. Vaccination has not yet begun in

many countries, according to data from the Bloomberg report. The EU

is behind the United States in terms of vaccination. In a business-as-

usual scenario without a significant global vaccination plan, the vaccine

coverage in India is expected to remain under 35 percent of the

population by the end of 2021, a report penned by International Monetary

Fund (IMF) economist Ruchir Agarwal and IMF's Chief Economist Gita

Gopinath, has said. So testing and tracing are being expanded. The

International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and

Associations said on April 13 that by the end of 2021, it will be possible

to build 10 billion vaccine doses worldwide. The world's highest-income

population is 1.2 billion. The middle-income country has a population

of 1.2 billion, while India and China have a population of about 1.4

billion and 1.8 billion, respectively. The population in the lower-income

of 92 countries is 2.5 billion. A total of 7.7 billion people are expected

to be vaccinated by April next year. If this were to happen, people would

be saved from the devastating danger of a Corona pandemic. Although

the G-7 summit in the UK was the main concern, it focused on the siege

of China. Not only there is incoherency in vaccination, but also there is

economic, social and cultural incoherency during the Corona pandemic.

The poorest sections of the population have no access to digital education

on the Internet, while the economically well-off children have access to

it. From rural to urban districts, disordered healthcare and failure of the

government is seen. The miserable condition in healthcare and education

is seen not only in India but in many other parts of the world. It is

important that governments in different countries address this issue and

take steps to resolve it, or else many people may die from Corona by

not having access to vaccine but also due to lack in healthcare services.

The government must be compassionate towards this segment.

Suryamani Mishra
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Angul (Bureau): Forest-based bamboo artisans are

working hard during the Corona pandemic, but efforts

are not paying off. Authority can make direct

purchases of goods made by these artisans but it is

not being fruitful. As a result, they are forced to sell

to contractors at very low prices, but the contractors

further sell it off by doubling the price and fill their

pockets. The poor  artisans are suffering as the

contractor sells goods at inflated prices.

This is the case in the forest-inhabited villages of

Angul district. Villagers, especially those near the

forest, make and supply bamboo for making bamboo

bridges on roadside during rainy season. The villagers

THE REST OF PAGE-1

Braving Corona, Bamboo artisans suffer despite hard labour

 and 15 other human rights defenders associated

with the same events with the government of

India over the past three years, and urged their

release from pre-trial detention," she added. All

of them petitioned the Government of India for

the release of Stan Swamy. Stan Swamy, accused

in connection with the Maoist activities and the

Maharashtra Elgar Parishad case, was arrested

in October last year under UPA law. He was

hospitalized on May 30 on a high court order due

to illness. He died on Monday while undergoing

treatment. During his bail hearing, the news of

his death reached the court. On the other hand,

the leaders of 10 opposition political parties have

written a letter to President Ramnath Kovind

expressing outrage over the death of Stan Swamy.

The leaders who wrote the letter were former

Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda, Congress

president Sonia Gandhi, NCP leader Sharat

Pawar, Trinamool Congress chief Mamata

Banerjee, DMM leader Hemant Soren, J&K

leader Farooq Abdullah, RJD leader Tejaswi

Yadav , CP leader D Raja CP(M) leader Sitaram

Yechury. The leaders complained that his health

deteriorated and that he died because of the

inadequacy of his healthcare in prison. Stan was

suffering from various ailments while he was not

given proper medical care in prison. Opposition

leaders have called on the president to take action

against those responsible for Stan's death. They

allege that Stan was arrested and charged with

false criminal charges. Investigation must be done

and strict action should be taken for those who

filed such false charges and are responsible for

Stan's death.

identified in India so far. Of these, alpha, beta,

gamma, and delta variants were the most

influential. Also the 'Delta Plus' variant has been

growing rapidly. In the north-eastern states, the

 could not be formed, but also the BJP, being

the main opposition party, was not able to

provide a satisfactory answer.

According to the information received, the

Council on Tribal Affairs (TAC) is required to

conduct meeting at least twice a year under the

provisions of Rule-1950 of the Odisha Tribal

Advisory Council under Article 5 of the

Constitution. The  Chief Minister is the

Chairman of  TAC and  Deputy Chairman  is the

Minister Scheduled Tribes (Tribal). The TAC is

made up of a total of 20 members, of which 15

members of the Scheduled Tribes are mandatory

to remain present. Indigenous legislators from

the Tribe and MPs are included in the TAC.

Surprisingly, seven districts in Odisha are

completely scheduled areas and six districts are

partly covered by Scheduled Areas, while the

state's ruling BJP government has repeatedly

claimed that it is in the interest of the tribals.

But since the  BJP came to power under Naveen

Patnaik's leadership, the TAC meeting has been

conducted 17 times in the last 21 years. With

the exception of 2002 and 2007, it has not been

 India : Stan Swamy's...

Terror of ...

Attack on the ...

possible to hold two TAC meetings in any other

year. The last time a TAC meeting was held was

on June 28, 2018, and the government convened

the TAC meeting after the Scheduled Tribes

MLAs in the Legislative Assembly expressed

concern. Prior to that, the TAC meeting was held

on May 14, 2015.

The BJP government, which is skilled in vote

bank politics, has not been restructuring the TAC

since the 2019 general elections, ignoring the

country's constitutional provisions, while other

opposition parties and tribal organizations have

also remained silent. Although the chief minister

himself is the chairman of the council, tribals

are being deprived of their constitutional rights.

Of the 35 tribal legislators in the assembly, 11

are from the BJP, two from the Congress, one

from the CPM and one independent MLA and

20 from the BJD. However, neither the BJP nor

the Congress has the courage to question the

government over why the TAC has not been

restructured in the last two years. However, the

BJP won more seats in the tribal districts. State

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Minister

Jagannath Sarka, on the other hand, admitted that

the TAC was being rescheduled but he did not

know why the delay was taking place. He also

has no answer as to when the government will

form TAC. While the departmental minister

expressed his helplessness over the restructuring

of the TAC, BJP legislative party chief Mohan

Charan Majhi said a demand letter would be

submitted to the government soon for the

formation of the TAC. "Even though there has

been no TAC for two years, the BJP has not

been able to make such a claim," he said, adding

that the departmental  minister had been

formally requested to restructure the TAC.

22.85 per cent of the state's population is

Scheduled Tribes. There are a total of 62 tribal

communities in Odisha,  including 13

indigenous tribes, with an estimated population

of about one crore.

growing corona graph indicates another lockdown

could be in effect. To date, the infection rate has

exceeded 10 percent in more than 73 districts, out

of which 48 are from the north-eastern states.

A high-level meeting chaired by Union Home

Secretary Ajay Ulla on Wednesday decided there

could be lockdown imposed in the districts having

more infection cases. Corona cases have risen

worldwide over the past week, but the death toll

has dropped to a record low since October. The

UN health agency said in a weekly pandemic

report on Wednesday that infections had increased

by 30 percent in 53 European countries. WHO has

stated, there were more than 26 lakh new Corona

cases reported between June 28 and July. The

number of deaths per week has dropped to 54,000.

This is the lowest number since October.

have to work hard to make the bamboo bridge. The

biggest problem is the lack of bamboo. This is because

it is made only with 'salia bamboo'. Due to the forest

department's cut-offs, they only bring bamboo from

the rural forests which they protect. They are forced

to work for a living. But they do not get the desired

results.

But the contractors are buying bamboo products

from them for Rs 50 to Rs 60, while they are selling

them for Rs 100 to Rs 120 each. More than 300

villagers in Angul district are involved in the making

of bamboo products. It is not possible to earn as much

as it takes to make a living. The beneficiary is the

contractor. Every year, thousands of forest dwellers

make a living by making  bamboo products. Therefore,

if the forest department implements and supplies them

with extensive bamboo shoots, their livelihoods could

be improved.
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RISING OIL PRICES, UNSTATED REASONS !

In most parts of Odisha, the prices

of both petrol and diesel have now risen

to more than Rs 100 per litre. One hand,

there is Corona's terror and on other hand

rising fuel prices, this situation is in dire

straits. But out of hundreds of rupees per

litre of petrol / diesel, only (sixty percent)

goes to the government for excise taxes.

It has nothing to do with fuel production

and distribution. Data shows the central

government is collecting more tax on

petrol compared to state governments.

On average, state governments collect

Rs 20 on every litre of petrol, compared

to the Centre's levy of Rs 33 per litre.

From time to time, state governments

do not seem to have a significant impact

on the overall burden of deducting a

single rupee from their taxes (the West

Bengal government reduced the amount

just before the elections). According to

the data, prices of gasoline/diesel/

cooking gas have increased by 300 per

cent since March 2014 to 2021. Each

government imposes a variety of taxes on

the public for its ancillary expenses. Some

of them are direct taxes (income tax,

property taxes, corporate taxes, land taxes,

etc.) and some indirect taxes (GST, excise

duty and customs duties). Advocates of a

progressive economy have always argued

that direct taxes must be higher. So the

burden of taxes will not fall on the

common people but on the rich class of

society. But in a capitalist economy, the

amount of indirect tax is always increased.

This is because the government places

more emphasis on the pressures of

corporations or companies and the rich,

and suppresses the pressures of various

trade unions and farmers' organizations as

a matter of law and order. All political

parties, which have been in power since

the 1990s, have been raising indirect taxes

by reducing the income. Even during the

current pandemic (2020-21), direct taxes

are down 10% from the previous year,

while indirect taxes have risen up by 12%

from the previous year. It is clear that, the

country's financial burden falls the most

on which category.

Why is the Bharatiya Janata Party or

BJP today completely dependent on the

collection of indirect taxes, especially

petroleum products, in order to increase

the country's revenue?

1. GST Failure :

The 101st Amendment of the

Constitution was passed in Parliament

and the GST came into force on July 1,

2017. Supporting the passage of the GST

bill, the Prime Minister said in front of

the media that the failure to pass the bill

would be detrimental to the country's poor

class. But the GST did not help increase

the country's income. There are many

reasons for this. However, after the

introduction of the GST, the GST was

expected to increase by 14 per cent every

year, but today the GST is expected to

decrease or remain the same. If GST

collection in 2018-19 was Rs 11.77 crores,

it would be Rs 11.56 crores in 2019-20

and Rs 10.21 crores in 2020-21. As a

result of the declining GST, taxes on petrol

have been steadily rising. We know that

even today petrol or diesel are not allowed

to be included in the GST.

2. Economic downturn:

Although the Indian economy was

in a slump earlier, the Manmohan Singh

government did not accept it. When the

new government came to power in

2014, the country's economy was

deteriorating. In 2017, the central

government introduced a centralized tax

system, or GST, without worrying about

other options (such as measures to

increase people's incomes and give

more freedom to states). Due to the

financial downturn and some

misconceptions in the GST, GST

collection remained low or stable. But

despite low taxes, the state governments
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did not receive GST compensation. Now

the central government has failed to

deliver on its promise to repay the loan.

As a result, the situation in the states is

deteriorating. In other words, all the state

governments (no matter what party they

belong to) and the central government

are all a little bit responsible for today's

increase in petrol prices.

3. Prices of crude petroleum products

in the international market:

It has long been argued that the rise

in the price of petroleum products in the

international market has been declining,

but has remained unchanged within the

country. In 2014-15, India bought an

average of 84.16 dollars per barrel from

the international market, which was

down by 45% in 2015-16 to 46.17

dollars per barrel. In Delhi, the average

price of petrol in 2014 was Rs 71 per

litre, while the next year it was Rs 66

per litre (just 7% from the previous year).

The average price in the

international market rose slightly to

47.56 dollars in the previous year, while

in Delhi the price of petrol rose to Rs

68 per litre. Similarly, in 2018-19, it was

again at 69.88 dollars, while in Delhi it

was Rs 75 per litre, which is less than in

2014-15. In the international market,

crude oil prices fell by almost half in

2015-16, followed by a slight rise in

crude oil prices in India. Although the

Union Minister of Petroleum has blamed

rising prices on the international market

even while he is aware of this

comparative picture.

Silent about direct taxes:

In the Indian constitution, socialism

is just a slogan. Whenever there is a crisis,

the government always pays the financial

burden on the disorganized,

disadvantaged sections of society.

Indirect tax increase deprive ordinary

people of their income. With less direct

taxes, rich people save more. First the

Congress finance minister, Chidambaram

(2003), reduced corporate taxes by 35%

for Indian companies. When the new

government came to power in 2014, the

first Finance Minister, Arun Jaitley,

dropped it to 30% and the current Finance

Minister, Nirmala Sitaraman, to 25% in 2019.

There was no increase in corporate taxes

during the epidemic. Corporate taxes on the

rich are declining at a certain rate each year,

while indirect taxes are

rising by 10%. As a

result, more billionaires

were created in India

during the pandemic,

while 23 crores people

became poorer.

Finally:

Today during the

Corona Lockdown,

petrol prices are

rising because of the

central government's

decision of not going

in favour of the

public. Inequality among the rich and the

poor is on the rise due to some wrong

decisions taken by the government. The

way to improve the situation is that the

government needs to change the

financial system and increase the

collection of direct taxes and reduce the

amount of indirect taxes. Second, the

increase in direct taxes, especially in the

area of income tax or network. Third, all

tax breaks on Indian petrol companies

were immediately cancelled. Fourth,

petrol should be included in the GST.

Hopefully, all public organizations and

individuals will put joint pressure on the

government for this.

Preparation: Democratic Rights

Protection Organization, Odisha
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Only 2 percent of public schools in
the state have internet connection

Bhubaneswar (Bureau): Schools

are now closed in the state due to the

Corona pandemic. Private school stu-

dents are studying through online

mode. The state government is now

teaching lessons online. At the mo-

ment, there are reports of children

climbing hilltops and searching for

good network connectivity and

somewhere 3-4 children are studying

from one mobile phone due to mul-

tiple phones not being available.

Meanwhile, the central government

released a report on Thursday. Based

on a survey report by the Unified

District Information System for Edu-

cation Plus, the Union Ministry of

Education said that only 2 per cent

of government schools in Odisha

have access to internet connection.

According to the report, there are

53,260 government schools in

Odisha. Of these, 8,615 schools have

access to computers. These 8,500

computers are used in proper way.

This means that 16.18 per cent of the

total government schools have com-

puters. Similarly, 1,450 (2.72 per-

cent) government schools have

internet connections. Of the 2,231

private schools, 35 percent have ac-

cess to the Internet. In the 2018-19

academic year, however, the picture

was different. A total of 8.7 percent

of schools had computers and 8.26

percent had internet connections. Ac-

cording to the report, there are 53,260

government schools in Odisha.

However, the state government has

closed 8000 primary schools in the

2019-20 academic year, according to

the report. Similarly, the number of

teachers in government schools has

dropped to 2,38,550 during this aca-

demic year. However, in 2018-19, there

were a total of 3,40,477 teachers. At the

high school level, the ratio of teachers

and students was 66.1, while at the sec-

ondary level it was 17.6.

If admission is taken into account,

in 2019-20, 80,33,815 students en-

rolled in primary and higher second-

ary education in the state. However,

the enrollment rates for both boys

and girls remain the same during this

period. Of the total enrolled students,

36.2 percent were from the OBC

class. In the previous academic year,

however, it was 36.8 percent. Simi-

larly, 1.5 per cent of Muslims en-

rolled in 2019-19, while 2.02 per cent

enrolled in 2019-20.

Mayurbhanj (Bureau): An

unfortunate incident was reported

in Kotishal village of Baghbuda

village panchayat. Sahadev, an old

man from the village, walks on

down the road carrying water pot

on his shoulders and distributing

water to all the tea and snack shops

in the city's hustle bustle of

hundreds of people. He has been

doing this for 45 years now. Two

tin drums, two iron rods, and

bamboo branch are his treasures.

Everyone says Sahadev is a 'water

man'. He has been supplying one

load for 5 paise since several years

ago and is now charging Rs 10 per

load. By supplying water, he

married off his one son and three

daughters. However, children got

busy in their respective lives so

sahadev continues his old age with

his wife chandramani. However,

despite repeated appeals, the

government did not provide

housing. The couple is living under

a thatched roof.

Mayurbhanj: Agony

of the 'Water Man'
HELPLESS ELDERLY COUPLE

LIVES UNDER POLYTHENE ROOF

Nabarangpur (Bureau): The

elder ly  couple  are  doing

everything from having food to

sleeping in a small thatched hut

on a  dai ly  basis .  Such an

unfortunate scene was seen in

the Harijan family of Tarabeda

vi l lage in  Jhar igaon block

c h a c h a

panchayat .  For

this  couple ,

family means

husband and

wife. They have

r e p e a t e d l y

appealed to

g o v e r n m e n t

off ic ia ls  for

getting a house,

but  got  only

promises .  The

couple have been

l iving in  a

di lapidated hut

for many years. It

i s  unknown at

this time what he will do after

leaving the post. The government

planned to spend 35 kg of rice

and allowance at a cost of Rs

500.  The central and state

governments have implemented

schemes such as the Prime

Minister's Housing Scheme for the

helpless poor and the Biju Pakka

ghar Scheme but the poor couple

have no access to it. The villagers

have requested that they be provided

with house as soon as possible. It

remains to be seen when the

administration will actually execute

its promise and take action.
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Deprived of government assistance,
sick couple in dilapidated house

Boudh (Bureau): There is no roof

to live in. The sick couple are spending

the days in miserable condition.

Suravi cries and expresses her grief.

A similar scene was seen in the

number one ward of the Boudh district

headquarters subdivision. Both

spouses are unable to do any work due

to health problems.

Babula and Suravi live in a

dilapidated house in a small slum

behind the Irrigation Department. The

roof is covered with mud. The two

could not afford to eat two meals a day

due to lack of income. In one room the

couple spend their days. Four days

ago, the walls of the house collapsed.

Babula and Suravi were rescued from

the spot. Both are worried about where

to stay now. The family received no

government assistance other than five

kilograms of rice. Due to many reasons

are deprived from receiving the

government benefits. They appealed to

the district administration to provide

government assistance to the needy

families, who are deprived of all

government schemes.

Hurdles: Smartphones and

Internet connection
Binod and Hrinda : Beg for survival !

Dhenkanal (Bureau): The

government plan has turned into

distant dreams. The roof has been

blown away by the strong winds.

And the mud walls are broken. The

elderly couple have been living in

a dilapidated house for years. Binod

Malik and his wife Hrinda Malik

are living in such misery in

Gadnarsingh Prasad village under

Bhubaneswar block of Dhenkanal

district. The couple lived as

labourers. However, old age has

taken its toll on them. Binod is

paralyzed. Since there is no money,

treatment is only going with the

usage of herbs. Both are now

helpless as they have no children.

For Binod's wife, Hrinda,

begging has become the only means

of sustaining. Otherwise, they

starve and survive in the broken

house. Even the eyes of Hrinda are

impaired. As per the Government

assistance, the couple has only five

kilograms of rice available.

Due to the lack of funds, they

are unable to prosper. Starting from

BDO to the sarpanch they have

appealed to everyone, but

unfortunately no one from the

District Magistrate helps the elderly

couple. The couple are desperately

waiting for government assistance.

Bhubaneswar (Bureau): It has

been decided to teach ninth and

tenth grade students directly on

YouTube from June 21. However,

educators fear that the benefits of

smartphones and the Internet will

be limited to a small number of

children. Only 28 percent of

students in the state have access

to smartphones, according to the

state Department of Education and

Mass Education. It showed that

rest 54 percent of students have a

phone but it is not a smart phone.

So there is no information on how

many of these phones, there is

internet connection. According to

a recent survey by a private

company, smart phone availability

is 32 percent.

According to information

technology experts, there should

be a minimum internet connection

speed of at least 512 Mbps for an

uninterrupted connection for

studying through YouTube. The

higher the speed, the better the

image and sound quality.

Likewise, it requires a medium-

sized smart phone. So far,

however, the urban areas of the

state are facing issues for internet

speed and uninterrupted service

and the rural areas are far behind.

For this one person is forced to use

internet from multiple companies.

So it  is easy to imagine the

situation in the village. If there is

slight interruption in the internet,

the studies are child are affected.

Last year, teachers taught students

through Google App. It was also

taught through Doordarshan and

Akashvani. This year, however, it

has been decided to broadcast live

through YouTube. Tenth grade

students will be taught with  a

reduction in the syllabus by 30

percent. By the end of July, 10th

graders will take 21 maths, 17

English, 15 Oriya, 9 Hindi, history,

politics and 4 Sanskrit and

geography, economics classes.

Ninth graders will study according

to the curriculum. Educators and

parents are skeptical about how

many children will be benefitted

from this, as a smart phone with

internet connection for children

has become very necessary.
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 The inauguration of  SNM  indoor stadium

Corona pandemic : Impact on work and food !
Bhubaneswar (Bureau): It is better

not to talk about the helpless and the

impoverished people being majorly

affected by the Corona pandemic

including the well-off ones as well.

In such a difficult time, some are

losing their jobs and moving to their

homeland, while others are struggling

to make ends meet. Take a look at how

Narayan Sahu of Silk City,

Berhampur spends his life. The house

is in Sabulia village under Rambha

police station in Ganjam district. He

has been working as a security guard

for the past 20 years. However, the

58-year-old Narayan is more worried during the

corona pandemic. He is worried that he is not

able to travel to his village regularly, earning

5000 rupees a month. He worries about when

that situation will return to normal. The Covid

pandemic has left Narayan's family in mourning.

Similarly, Surya Nayak is a rickshaw puller.

Due to the pandemic, the rickshaw puller does

not find enough passengers. He also worries that

he has to pay Rs 60 a day for a rickshaw. Working

in Berhampur, he questions how much sum of

money he will send to the family from the

monthly collection money and how much he will

keep with him.

 Similarly, there are many

individuals in society who have no

one to receive sympathy from. One

such woman is Kantama. The

husband of the 50-year-old

woman, who lives near Mochi

Sahi in the city, died a few years

ago.

Kantama, who used to live by

selling various items, starting with

bananas, now lives on the

government's five kilograms of

rice and allowances. On the other

hand, Damba Sethi, who came to

Brahmapur from Podamari area of

Ganjam district used to live and beg in front of

various temples. However, with the temple

closed, it has become increasingly difficult to

find two meals a day. Many helpless and destitute

people struggling to save their lives at this

pandemic time are facing starvation. So the

government has been asked to look into it.

Berhampur (Bureau): The SNM

Indoor Stadium was inaugurated on July

2 on the premises of the prestigious

NIST, Technical College in Berhampur.

On the occasion of the 85th birth

anniversary of the late Surendra Nath

Mudali, the famous thinker and founder

of NIST, the SNM Indoor Stadium, the

largest  in South Odisha, has been

officially inaugurated in NIST,

Berhampur. The stadium was

inaugurated by Prashant Kumar Swain,

former general manager of Rourkela

Steel Plant and current chairman of

NIST. The 15,000-square-foot stadium

features world-class basketball courts,

multi-purpose badminton courts and

table tennis courts. It has a 5,000-

square-foot gymnasium, as well as a

beautiful gallery. The largest SNM

indoor stadium in South Odisha is a

focal point for sports fans. Bhavani

Patnaik, Binay Das, Naresh

Chowdhury, Amar Bikram Sahoo,

Subhendu Das and many other keynote

speakers were present at the

inauguration, including Prof. Sangram

Mudali, Director, NIST.


