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The real picture of the system of

government is pathetic. Everyone is

busy, but what is the result? The

Odisha government, which has been

chanting slogans of respect for

motherhood for its lack of strong,

transparent, and corruption-free

political will, has now raised

questions about women's safety.

According to a report by the National

Crime Records Bureau, there were

526 cases of cybercrime against

From Cuttack to Malkangiri and Kendujhar
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik's

promise. "Every life is precious to

me," he said. But despite the Chief

Minister's promise, health care for all

has not been ensured! From Cuttack

to Malkangiri and Kendujhar in 30

districts of the state, from the district

headquarters to the medical college,

there is a shortage of doctors and

specialists.

 There is a shortage of professors

and experts. Citizens, from rural to

urban, are trying to gain the attention

of the government in this regard. But

the shortage of doctors in hospitals

continues. Such terrible sight such

as the security guards injecting

Kendujhar : Stagnation & deterioration

When will this land see development ?

Rugudisahi of Bardapala panchayat, the

main block of Kendujhar district, here the

development and progress have not yet been

accessible. Madha Munda's family is now

homeless. No one pays any attention to their

agony. The house is demolished. There is

no proper roof which could be called a

shelter. During the night, pain out of

starvation, hunger crops up. Several

schemes are being made. The government

is promoting that all the schemes are being

implemented. Progress and development

have not reached many such families as

Madha Munda and it is unknown as to when

development can be witnessed. That is the

main question. This inaccessible, terrible

picture of stagnation and deterioration in

the mineral and wealth-rich Kendujhar

district, truly gives a heart-wrenching

sensation. But the government officials are

voiceless towards these major issues.

Odisha : Women seek Security,

The plight of farmers !
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women in 2020. In the country, the

rate of violence against women has

dropped by 8.3 percent, while in

2020, Odisha is at the forefront of

violence against women. This year,

25489 cases are related to violence

against women. In 2019, the number

of cases was 23183. By 2020, the

number of cases had risen to 25489.

The number of cases of physical

assault on women is 12606. There

are 232 cases of women being

stripped naked. In 2020, Odisha

ranks third in the country in the

number of cases of theft and

abduction of women. In 2020,

Odisha ranked second in the country

in terms of 292 sexual harassment

cases. There are 234 cases of

blackmailing women. This data

shows that women in Odisha are

seeking security.

 There has been improvement in

the economy. The Biju Janata Party

(BJP) in the government has been

propagating itself by saying so.

However, the real picture is clear.

According to a report by the National

Sample Survey Organization,

Odisha is the poorest state in the

country. The report was released by

the NSSO on the average wealth of

people living in rural ...

patients is seen. Treatments are being

undertaken in the hospital without

electricity or lights. Odisha may be

at the forefront of showing such a

pathetic picture of healthcare in the

country! Hundreds of patients line up

from the district headquarters sub-

divisional hospital to the group

health center, primary health center

in rural areas every day and sit down

on the floor waiting for treatment.

The government has propagated and

announced Sri Ramchandra Bhanj

Medical College in Cuttack to be

converted as per the world-class

standard. So here the question arises,

as to when this will turn true ?

Cuttack will be the ...   4Page-3
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al Why is the government
insensitive to farmer's issues ?

Discrimination between the rich and the poor is on the rise. Unemployment

rises sharply with rising prices. The most pressing issue for the government at this

time is the problem of agriculture and farmers. Lal Bahadur Shastri, who chanted

"Jai Jawan-Jai Kisan", is not alive today. But his call or slogan has been thwarted

by today's government. For months, the government has been making policies to

increase the plight of farmers feeding us. The government is not sensitive to this,

despite the idea of a strike to eradicate anti-farmer and anti-farmer policies. Rather,

the government is not reluctant to call the peasant movement anti-national. During

the Corona pandemic, the whole country was weeping, except the country's largest

capitalists, ruling parties, and bureaucrats. At that time, our farmers not only pro-

duced and provided food to the people of the country but also made a significant

contribution to the preservation of the country's economy. At a time when the coun-

try's financial system was at its lowest point in the world and in a state of disrepair,

agriculture was the only source of gross domestic product (GDP). The country was

growing at a rate of 3.4 percent. When one crore citizens of the country reached the

village unemployed, it was the agricultural sector that provided the unemployed

with food and employment. This is an example of the hard work of agriculture and

farmers, which the government is building a vote bank based on the "Prime Minis-

ter's Garib Kalyan Yojna".

During the Corona pandemic, 5 kg of rice was distributed free of cost to the

poorest citizens of the country as ration. The credit goes to the farmers, not the

government. Farmers' produce is packed in the FCI warehouse. The corporate house

is making dollars by exporting it. Big investors are capitalizing on their products

by this. Today, with the closure of large companies, agriculture and agribusiness

are helping to save the country's financial situation. It is the agricultural products

that are benefiting the country. But despite the contribution of the farmers, the

government is committed to protecting the interests of the corporate house, rather

than fulfilling its responsibilities to the farmers. This is ironic for the country. That

is why the country's financial situation is in turmoil today. The question is why the

elected government in one democratic way is behaving so insensitive towards the

farmers. The case is being prosecuted in the name of the farmers. Their demands

are being ignored. This is not to be expected from a democratic government. There

were days when the landlord and the king had control over agriculture. But after

the country became Independent, everyone was equal before the law. The policy

was to ensure that everyone's development was balanced. Today's Narendra Modi-

led central government has been formed since the country's Independence. There

is no example of a government like Modi's government that has neglected agricul-

ture and farmers. The government is forgetting that he was elected by the people. It

is easy for the people to overthrow the government if it ignores public opinion,

oppresses the people, deprives them of democratic rights, harasses citizens in false

cases. History proves that the Congress Committee held in Uttar Pradesh on Octo-

ber 27, 1928, declared that political independence would be achieved on the day

the peasants were freed from exploitation. Not only Congress but also the Left

took to the streets to demand their rights. After Independence, farmers were given

the right to live with dignity. The landlord's practice was abolished. But for more

than 10 months today, the peasant movement has been going on. The farmers have

been protesting against the Narendra Modi government's three laws on agriculture,

saying it is a black law not only for farmers but also for the people of the country.

More than 700 protesters were killed. Despite this, the government is not repealing

the favorable art of the capitalist and zamindari system. By ignoring the demands

of the farmers, the government is indirectly claiming that the government is work-

ing for the benefit of the corporation or the capitalists. This is not democratic at all

for the government of the country. This is the undemocratic and insensitive ap-

proach of an elected government democratically. The government still has time to

understand why the peasant movement is organized and strong, and to accept the

demands of the peasants. Or else the day of the ouster will be approaching soon.

The 20th century's most famous apostle of non-violence himself met a violent

end. Mohandas Mahatma ('the great soul') Gandhi, who had taken a leading role

in spearheading the campaign for independence from Britain, hailed the partition

of the sub-continent into the separate independent states of India and Pakistan

in August 1947 as 'the noblest act of the British nation'. He was, though, horrified

by the violence that broke out between Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs; and the

eviction of thousands from their homes in the run-up to Independence Day, 15

August 1947, and undertook a fast to the death, a tactic he had employed before,

to shame those who provoked and took part in the strife. Messages of support

came from around the world, including Pakistan, where Jinnah's new government

commended his concern for peace and harmony. There

were Hindus, however, who thought that Gandhi's

insistence on non-violence and non-retaliation prevented

them from defending themselves against attack.

Ominous cries of 'Let Gandhi die!' were heard in Delhi,

where Gandhi was occupying a mansion called Birla

Lodge.

On 13 January, beginning what would prove to be his

last fast, the Mahatma said: 'Death for me would be a

glorious deliverance rather than that I should be a helpless witness of the

destruction of India, Hinduism, Sikhism and Islam', and explained that his dream

was for the Hindus, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and Muslims of all India to live

together in amity. On the 20th a group of Hindu fanatics, who detested Gandhi's

calls for tolerance and peace, set off a bomb some yards from him, which did

not harm. It was not the first attempt on Gandhi's life, but he said: 'If I am to die

by the bullet of a madman, I must do so smiling. There must be no anger within

me. God must be in my heart and on my lips.'

On 29 January one of the fanatics, a man in his thirties named Nathuram

Godse, returned to Delhi, armed with a Beretta automatic pistol. About 5 pm of

the next day, the 78-year-old Gandhi, frail from fasting, was being helped across

the gardens of Birla House by his great-nieces on his way to a prayer meeting

when Nathuram Godse emerged from the admiring crowd, bowed to him and

shot him three times at point-blank range in the stomach and chest. Gandhi

raised his hands in front of his face in the conventional Hindu gesture of greeting,

almost as if he was welcoming his murderer, and slumped to the ground, mortally

wounded. Some said that he cried out, 'Ram, Ram' ('God, God'), though others

did not hear him say anything. In the confusion, there was no attempt to call a

doctor or get the dying man to the hospital and he died within half an hour.

Nathuram Godse tried but failed to shoot himself and was seized and hustled

away while the shocked, hysterical crowd cried out, 'Kill him, kill him!' and

threatened to lynch him. He was tried for murder in May and hanged in November

the following year.

Meanwhile, Gandhi's body was laid out on the terrace of Birla House, draped

in a white cotton cloth that left his face uncovered, and a single spotlight focused

on the corpse as all the other lights were turned off. Speaking on the radio, the

Indian prime minister Pandit Nehru said: 'The father of the nation is no more.

Now that the light has gone out of our lives I do not quite know what to tell you

and how to say it. Our beloved leader is no more.'

The following day an enormous crowd estimated at nearly one million people

lined the five-mile route of the funeral procession to the bank of the Jumna

River as the body, draped in the Indian flag, was carried on an army truck while

air force planes overhead dropped flowers. Repeated incursions from the crowd

meant that the journey took five hours and the police had to clear space by force

while the bier was lifted onto the sandalwood funeral pyre and the body was

cremated traditionally. As the flames burned, the grieving crowd showered the

pyre with petals. The ashes were kept on the river bank for three days before

they were taken away for immersion at the spot where the Jumna joins the

Ganges.

Despite the efforts of Nehru and other leaders, violence erupted in Bombay

and elsewhere in India, with riots and arson. There were attacks on Brahmins

because the killer was a Brahmin. Police in Bombay had to open fire on the

rioters. It was an outcome that would have profoundly horrified Gandhi himself.

The Gandhi
Assassination !

Prahallada singh

 Phone: 9437017395
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and urban areas.In rural areas of the state, the

average value of the property (average asset value)

is Rs 5.32 lakh, while in urban areas it is Rs 13.41

lakh. In rural areas of the country, the average per

capita property is slightly lower than in Odisha.

That's 40 percent. Of the 18 major states in the

country, Odisha has the lowest per capita property

value, both in rural and urban areas.

 The Kalia Yojana, which provides financial

assistance to farmers, is among the top 10 state

schemes. However, farmers in Odisha appear to be

in more debt burden compared to other states. The

state has a per capita net worth of farmers of Rs

6.21 lakh. Out of the total number of farmers, 46.4

percent are in debt. However, Odisha ranks ninth

in the list of farmer loans. However, only 24 percent

of the total farmers borrowed from banks and other

government-approved institutions. This is a matter

of concern. This is because there is still a system of

moneylenders or landlords in rural areas. Farmers

have often been seen committing suicide because

they could not bear the burden of debt, while the

landlord from whom money was borrowed has often

been seen selling his land at the lowest prices. The

monthly income of Odisha farmers is Rs 5112. 61.2

percent of farmers' families are in debt. This is the

data of the Ministry of Statistics and Planning

Implementation of the Central Government.

According to the report, Income generated by a

farmer is Rs 170 per day for the sustenance of his

whole family. Income-wise, Odisha is just above

Jharkhand which is at the bottom of the list with an

average income of Rs 4,895. The monthly resources

comprise income from wages (Rs 2,649), from land

leasing (Rs 29), receipt from crop production (Rs

1,569), from farming of animals (Rs 416), and non-

farm business (Rs 449). Finance Minister Niranjan

Pujari has claimed in the state Assembly that

farmers' income has doubled from 2003 to 2013

because of the robust farm policy adopted by the

government. But the farmers' income in 2002-03

was Rs 1,062 which rose to Rs 7,731 in 2015-16

and again it fell to Rs 5,112 as per the 77th round of

the National Sample Survey (NSS) published in

2019. The average farmers' income in Bihar, on the

contrary, was recorded as the lowest (Rs 3,558 pm)

in 2012-13 and the income has gone up to Rs 9,677

largest hospital in the world, according to the report.

It will cost Rs 3,500 crore. All types of state-of-the-

art services will be available at world-class

hospitals. The hospital, which is set to become a

global one, has not received the lowest level of

medical care. There are no beds in the ward. Serious

patients are being treated on the verandah. Long

lines of people at the Healing and Diagnostic Center.

You have to wait for hours for the test report. The

big hospital is still in disarray. He is running the

department for patient and family care. There is no

stretcher or ambulance to take the patient. No

medication was found in the emergency room.

as per the latest report. Repeated crop failure due to

erratic monsoon, lack of assured water resources,

pest menace, and diseases were cited as the most

important causes of farmers' distress. The

government should review the situation and develop

necessary measures and plans to protect women and

alleviate the plight of farmers. Or else the

government's announcement will be limited to

propaganda.

A nationwide survey covering 15 States has found that

online education is simply not working. For the past

seventeen months, most primary and upper-primary schools

have been closed and are working in the online mode. How

effective are the teaching and the learning? We have had

plenty of anecdotal evidence. Even when there is a solo

smartphone in the family it is given as a priority to the student

for online learning. Even with working phones or tablets,

there have been connectivity or bandwidth problems. Or the

lack of close engagement with the teachers. Excluding some

urban elite schools, the informal impression is that the

experience is highly unsatisfactory, for the students, the

teachers, and the parents. This informal impression has been

validated by a rigorous study and a recently published report.

The report titled "Emergency Report on School

Education (ERSE)" has been prepared by noted economists

Jean Dreze and Reetika Khera along with researchers Nirali

Bakhla and Vipul Paikra. It is based on the work of more

than 100 volunteers who did an exhaustive survey of nearly

1400 students studying in classes 1 to 8, in schools located

in Assam, Bihar, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand,

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab,

Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal.

The findings are shocking. Only 8 percent of students in

rural areas, and 24 percent in urban areas are studying online

regularly. In recent months, 19 percent in urban and 37

percent in rural areas, are not studying at all. These students

have completely dropped out. More than half, i.e. 52 percent

in urban areas and 71 percent in rural areas have not met

their teacher(s) in the past thirty days before the survey.

The drastic reduction in schooling inputs is dramatically

evident in poor reading skills, which means that literacy levels

will go down further during the pandemic. The closure of

primary schools for nearly 500 days has had a negative impact

in several ways.

Demands for the Protection of Democratic Rights
Emergency Report on School Education is a wake-up call on declining literacy and higher dropouts

The first is a regression in literacy. Secondly, mid-day

meals have been discontinued, affecting the nutrition levels

of the students. Although the report does say that 80 percent

of kids from government schools did receive a substitute for

the mid-day meal at school. But there were 20 percent

students in urban, and 14 percent in rural areas who did not

get any substitute at all, i.e. neither food nor cash.

Thirdly, now that kids would be promoted without any

exams, they would now be enrolled in the next class, say

class 5, when their reading skills had degraded to class 3 at

best. Making up this gap would need a herculean effort as

this effect could last for several years.

Fourthly, the impact broken down by socioeconomic

classes is even more alarming. For instance, among Dalits

and Adivasis, only 5 percent of students are attending online

classes, and not just watching prerecorded videos. In this

group, the literacy rate has dropped to 61 percent. The decline

in reading abilities and literacy is going to be felt across

urban and rural socioeconomic classes.

The fifth has been the impact on school dropouts. Due

to a fall in incomes, children had to be pulled out of schools,

since fees became unaffordable. The report documents the

incidence of child labor, especially in the age group of 10 to

14. This includes unpaid work at home for a child who has

been pulled out of school. This has affected the girl child

much more adversely than boys.

The conclusion from the findings of the survey is that

schools need to be reopened immediately. Keeping them

closed is an easy option with very harmful long-term effects.

This should be counted as the long-term effect of Covid.

Reopening schools will need planning and imagination.

Maybe initially it can be partial attendance with the rotation

of students. But offline contact with teachers is essential for

a child's cognitive development. The school is also a vehicle

for socialization, and this means physical mingling. The mid-

day meal scheme is not only meant as nutrition or as an

incentive to attend school, but it also helps children mingle

and socialize.

The risks of a third wave or Delta variant affecting the

students and teachers are to be balanced against the benefits

of reopening schools. Due to stricter adherence to protocols,

a better understanding of the treatment of the Covid infection,

and increasing immunity from vaccinations and herd

immunity, the risks are worth taking. Not surprisingly 97

percent of the parents from rural areas strongly support the

re-opening of schools. In fact, in response to the question of

reopening, one respondent replied by asking, "Do you even

need to ask us this question?"

We should not let Covid be the alibi for all kinds of

decisions to continue lockdowns. Even though this pandemic

is without a precedent, we now have enough documented

experience from around the world, and from within India to

help us in planning a complete reopening.

Last year with a sudden, harsh, and complete lockdown,

it was posed as a tradeoff between lives and livelihoods. But

after nearly 18 months it need not be. Many jobs last year,

especially for daily workers, the informal sector, retail, and

hospitality have been lost forever. Those livelihoods need

help and support. Equally important if not more, is to stop

the slide in India's human capital. The children of today are

the workers of tomorrow.

The ERSE report is a wake-up call if one was needed.

Beyond the statistics on deprivation of online schooling and

decline in reading skills, it also mentions the slide in

behavioral aspects. Parents have complained that due to

idleness, lack of exercise, phone addition, or otherwise,

children have become undisciplined, aggressive, or even

violent. Families have had to cope with many such stressful

situations. The benefits of school reopening go far beyond

merely developing reading and writing skills.
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An advertisement by the BJP government in Uttar

Pradesh appeared on the front page of the 'Indian Express'

on September 12. After participants on social media

claimed that a front-page advertisement of the Adityanath

government of Uttar Pradesh features as among its three

key images, a flyover in Kolkata, the Indian Express -

where the ad ran - has ended up apologizing for the image

selection. Such an apology by a newspaper over an image

in an ad is rare, as the contents of an advertisement are

supplied by the advertiser. The Adityanath government

ran a three-page advertisement on the first pages of The

Sunday Express, the weekend paper of the Indian Express

on September 12. While the pages inside contained claims

on the government's various policies, the first page

features a cut-out photograph of chief minister

Adityanath, engineers at a factory, and what appears to

be the Maa Flyover in eastern Kolkata. Hawk-eyed

readers pointed out that the bridge had the iconic yellow

taxi which is salient to Kolkata and was thus a giveaway.

Similarly, the factory published in the advertisement was

found to be a US factory, not Uttar Pradesh. However,

the Kolkata flyover goof-up has received the most traction

- largely because leaders of the Trinamool Congress,

which is in power in West Bengal and is opposed to the

Bharatiya Janata Party - have taken up the matter with

gusto.

With the election looming in the state, the

advertisement is now controversial as the state, led by

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, shows how the state is

moving forward. The Yogi government has been ridiculed

by opposition leaders, including the Trinamool Congress

in West Bengal. Most surprisingly, the Indian Express

has blamed itself for advertising errors.

When news can be fake, advertisements can also be

fake? Societies that can see the news of Godi media

propaganda as true should consider false propaganda as

A picture speaks a thousand words !
Yogi Adityanath : Much ado about nothing, mockery !

true in advertising. Those who are critical of the Uttar

Pradesh government's advertisement have no idea about

the advertisement. There is a strong belief that good days

will come to people's minds, even after seeing worse days.

It's called the Miracle of Advertising. The agency that

used the flyover image of Calcutta in an advertisement

in Uttar Pradesh should stop paying, but it should be

promoted to an officer who approves it. The head of the

notification department should be able to make changes

to the advertisements printed in the newspaper.

Development plans can also be hatched at the tender level.

To make the ad bigger, the space for the news will be

reduced and the newspaper will present it as a news item

that it has been tendered. There will also be development.

Yogi should ignore the trolls. If the tension continues

he should better take a break from Twitter and go to

Instagram for a few days. People do such things on social

media. Many leaders on Instagram are displacing the hero

by putting background music in their videos.

Advertisements are meant to replace truth with fake news.

What's new in it. It is simply an advertisement!  The few

who are mocking now on photos of the Calcutta flyover

in the ad have nothing to do with India and its Nationality.

I recently saw a video of Yogiji in which he told the

officers that he did not care about Delhi's Lutiyen Media.

Lutiyen Media does not know India and its Nationality.

The payment of advertisements to Godi Media should

be withheld. Godi Media should print ads for free. As

long as there is a police and extradition directorate, why

pay for advertising? They should not be paid for work

which they can do for free.

 How could so many newspapers be wrong?

According to my conspiracy theory, the editors of Godi

Media deliberately allowed it to be printed. As the yogi

becomes infamous. The advertisements printed in each

newspaper are carefully examined. It's a matter of money.

If anything is printed less or incorrectly, then there will

not be any payment made. The news content may contain

some errors but not advertisements. If Yogiji doesn't trust

me. So you can ask anyone around you as to how an

advertisement is printed in a newspaper. Don't take it as

a taunt or sarcasm because I have reduced my sarcasm

these days.

In 2015, facing flak for posting a morphed photograph

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi surveying Tamil Nadu

floods from a helicopter, the Press Information Bureau

(PIB) today expressed regret saying the incident

happened due to an "error of judgment". In the picture

posted by the Press Information Bureau on its website

and Twitter, houses and water were reportedly seen clearly

through the chopper's window which the critics pointed

out could not be possible during an aerial survey. The

photo was soon removed after questions were raised on

social media about its authenticity.

In Another Incident, The Union Ministry of Home

Affairs was left red-faced after it published an incorrect

photo of the India-Pakistan border in its annual report

for 2016-17. A photo captioned as "floodlighting along

the border" turned out to be from the Spain-Morocco

border, which was originally taken in 2006 by a Spanish

photographer. The home ministry

used a picture of the Spain-Morocco border as India's

border with Pakistan, prompting the Union home

secretary Rajiv Mehrishi to say that the ministry would

apologize if there is a mistake. "If there is a mistake, we

will apologize," he said.

It was in 2017, BJP's cabinet minister from

Chhattisgarh, Rajesh Munat, tweeted a picture of a bridge

he claimed to have built-in Raigarh district of the state on

his Facebook page. But the photo Munat shared was that

of a Bridge in Vietnam. When the truth came out, he deleted

the tweet. It has become India's tradition to manipulate,

capture, and then delete images through Photoshop. 'The

Gita' says that truth is the winner. Unless anyone speaks a

lie how can the truth win? The officers and agencies that

have done so have given the truth a chance to win. These

few did not troll the yogis because there was no place for

the treatment of children in the hospitals of Uttar Pradesh.

Children are dying without a cure. Some people may want

to bring this truth to their attention, but they do not play a

positive role. At a time when there is nothing better in the

news, people are merely reading such advertisements. My

proposal to the Yogi government is that the media should

not be paid for advertising. Newspaper editors lack the

courage to print the truth of the advertisement. Bringing

Awareness has become one of the biggest crimes in

journalism today. The Department of Revenue is

working to nab such criminals. After the news, it's the

turn of the advertisements. This is the golden age of

journalism. Anyone who does not do journalism will

be honored and whoever does will be honored by the

Income Tax Department. You can't be a doctor without

a doctor's degree, but you can be a journalist without

a journalist's degree. The public will pay for the

newspaper and pay for the tv channels.

 Ravish Kumar

ù~ûMúu aòKûge ba¥ PòZâ: KfòKZûe cû’ ä̀ûAIbe
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Unemployment is on the rise !

Vacancies for government posts, but no appointments
Bhubaneswar (Bureau): Unemployment is on the rise in

the state. But the government has been announcing only a

few appointments. Unfortunately, even five years after the

announcement, there has been no preliminary written test to

fill the vacancies.

Whether it is the OPSC or the SSC, how keen is the state

government on hiring vacancies is a matter of concern. If

you look at the website of the Odisha Staff Selection

Commission (OSSC), it is clear that the government is being

unfair to the educated youth. So it is clear how educated

young men and women are being deceived in the name of

employment.

In 2015, an announcement was made for the post of

Assistant Development Officer. But it's been six years, the

written test has not yet taken place. Similarly, several

aspirants applied for the post of Assistant Training Officer

in 2016 by the OSSC. But to date, the main written test has

not been completed. However, a possible examination will

be held on the 30th of next month, according to the Staff

Selection Commission. Similarly, in 2016 there was an

announcement for the post of Junior Clerk, Computer

Operator cum Storekeeper, Electrician, but no written exam

has been conducted to date. According to a 2017 release,

there was an announcement for the post of Legal

Meteriological Inspector, Market Intelligence Inspector. But

the situation remains the same, till now the recruitment

process has not begun. There was an announcement made

in 2019 for the Industrial Promotion Officer, Combined

Auditor, Junior Assistant for the Municipality, and the Staff

Selection Commission for the post of Staff Nurse. Thousands

of aspirants had applied for the post. But the main written

test has not yet been conducted. This shows how keen the

government is to recruit the educated unemployed. Another

example was the announcement for the appointment of RI

and Amin in December 2014. After six years, the OPSC had

announced that the test will be held on June 16, 2020. In

view of such appointments, if an SC / ST category student

who has applied for a job at the age of 37 will appear for the

exam after 6 years. It will take another two years to find the

job after the publication of exam results. After contracting

and working for another 6 years, the contractual employee

will be listed into a regular job at the age of 51 after 14 long

years. However, the government does not consider it

necessary to comment on such fabrications. This means that

the person concerned will not be considered eligible for the

promotion during his or her tenure. So isn't the government

doing injustice to the people involved?

According to the government, out of 583,000 sanctioned

vacancies, 131518 are vacant. There are 16781 vacancies in

the Home Department, 16,000 vacancies in the Health

Department, 30299 vacancies in the Schools and Mass

Education Department, 3480 vacancies in the Public Works

Department, and 2862 vacancies in the Rural Development

Department. There are also vacancies for professors in many

positions in government colleges and universities. And the

government is suing for employment. Demands are being

made by various quarters that the government should stop

hiring contractual workers and hire them for regular

positions.

MSP hike : Oilseed, dal get a boost, wheat gets the lowest rise in 12 years
At a time when farmers' protests have flared up in

Haryana, the Centre Wednesday announced Minimum

Support Price (MSP) for six rabi crops of 2021-22 for

the 2022-23 marketing season, with wheat seeing an

increase of just 2.03 percent- the lowest in 12 years.

MSPs for other crops - barley, gram, lentil (Masur),

rapeseed & mustard, and safflower- have been hiked in

the range of 2.14-8.60 percent, with the highest increase,

in absolute terms, of Rs 400 per quintal for lentil (Masur)

and rapeseed & mustard. The Government said in a

statement that the increase in MSP "for all mandated

Rabi crops for Rabi Marketing Season (RMS) 2022-

23" was "approved" by the Cabinet Committee on

Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi.

Welcoming the move, Agriculture Minister Narendra

Singh Tomar said that those "spreading the

misinformation that MSP will be abolished should learn

from this decision". "The Prime Minister has assured

many times that the MSP was there, is there, and will

continue to be there," Tomar said in a statement.

Significantly, the wheat MSP for the rabi crop of

2021-22, to be marketed in rabi marketing season

2022-23, has been fixed at Rs 2,015 per quintal - just

Rs 40 more than Rs 1,975 in the last year.

The last time wheat MSP saw the lowest increase

was in 2009-10 when it was hiked by only Rs 20 - Rs

1,100 per quintal in 2009-10 against Rs 1,080 in

2008-09.

Data available with the Ministry of Agriculture show

a steady decline in the rate of increase in wheat MSP

since 2017-18 when it was hiked by 6.77 percent. It

saw lower increases in 2018-19 (6.05%), 2019-20

(4.62%), and 2020-21 (2.60%) - the increase last time

was of Rs 50.

The lower increase assumes significance this time

as Punjab and Haryana, the two states which have been

witnessing farmers' protests, supply most to the national

food basket. The protesting farmers are demanding a

legal guarantee for MSP.

Besides, two wheat-producing states - Punjab and

Uttar Pradesh will see assembly elections next year.

In the rabi marketing season of 2021-22, 132.10 lakh

metric tonnes of wheat was procured in Punjab, 84.93

lakh in Haryana, and about 56 lakh in UP. Out of 433.32

lakh metric tonnes of wheat procured during RMS 2021-

22, a little over half came from Punjab and Haryana.

Around 50 lakh farmers availed the wheat MSP

during RMS 2021-22.

According to the Government, "The expected

returns to farmers over their cost of production are

estimated to be highest in case of wheat and rapeseed

& mustard (100% each), followed by lentil (79%); gram

(74%); barley (60%); safflower (50%)."

It said: "The increase in MSP for Rabi Crops for

RMS 2022-23 is in line with the Union Budget 2018-

19 announcement of fixing the MSPs at a level of at

least 1.5 times of the all-India weighted average cost of

production, aiming a reasonably fair remuneration for

the farmers."

The MSP for rapeseed & mustard has been hiked to

Rs 5,050 per quintal for RMS 2022-23, which is Rs

400 or 8.60.08 percent higher than Rs 4,650 in RMS

2021-22. "In the case of safflower, there has been an

increase of Rs 114 per quintal, in comparison to last

year," the Government said.

"Concerted efforts were made over the last few years

to realign the MSPs in favor of oilseeds, pulses, and

coarse cereals to encourage farmers to shift to larger

areas under these crops and adopt best technologies and

farm practices, to correct the demand-supply

imbalance," it said.

"Additionally, National Mission on Edible Oils-Oil

Palm (NMEO-OP), the centrally sponsored scheme

recently announced by the Government, will help in

increasing the domestic production of edible oils and

reduce imports dependency," it said.

  Phone: 9438556129
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Why is the caste census cumbersome ?

Demands to include caste in the

upcoming census are growing. Though

it has been almost a month since an all-

party delegation led by Bihar Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar on August 23

met Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

seeking a caste-based census, the

Centre's studied silence

notwithstanding, the issue has not gone

off the political center stage in Bihar.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)

leader, Tejashwi Yadav, who was part

of Nitish's delegation, has not shied

away from reminding the Centre about

the caste census, while the Bihar CM

himself has adopted a wait and watch

mode, hoping the center will clear the

air on the issue.

Incidentally, Union minister of state

for home, Nityanand Rai, said in the

Lok Sabha on July 20 that the Centre

would not conduct a caste-wise census

of the country's population. Now, it

remains to be seen if Nitish's push for

caste census can make the PM

reconsider their position.

The caste census is a touchy topic.

The demand has been seen by many as

a euphemism for a new Mandal politics,

as it  talks of empowerment and

employment of the marginalized among

other backward castes (OBCs), which

will,  among other things, further

intensify the identity politics in the

Hindi Heartland.

The timing of the demand

Bihar, quite like the rest of the Hindi

Heartland, is experiencing a new kind

of political one-upmanship in the post-

2014-era-that of a national party like the

BJP (by pushing its own OBC

leadership to the forefront) succeeding

in weaning a sizeable section of the

support base traditionally leaning

towards regional entities like the JD-U

and RJD in Bihar or the Samajwadi

Party and BSP in Uttar Pradesh.

Moreover, the BJP's success in winning

the OBC vote bank is not limited to

national elections only. The saffron

party has already formed governments

in almost all major Hindi Heartland

states on its own, except in Bihar. From

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and

Chhattisgarh, where the BJP has

national parties like the Congress as

opponents, to Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,

where regional parties like the SP and

RJD are the challengers, the saffron

party has gained strength over the

years. A significant chunk of the

success is attributed to the BJP's

success in weaning away OBC

support," says a senior RJD leader.

Now, for regional players like Nitish

and Tejashwi, who draw strength from

various OBC blocks, the issue of caste

census has accorded them the much-

needed political opportunity to grow

big again and halt the BJP from gaining

at their expense. Political observers

believe a renewed focus on caste

census can help Nitish revive his

appeal across the EBC and Mahadalits,

which together are said to constitute

45 percent of Bihar's electorates. On

the other hand, Tejashwi, who saw his

RJD-led grand alliance falling short of

a simple majority in last year's Bihar

polls, can hope of expanding his social

reach with a proactive stance on the

caste census.

In Uttar Pradesh, with the assembly

elections approaching, BJP's principal

Bhala Sarangi
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challenger, SP, has also started

pushing for a caste-based census. The

regional chieftains seem to have

realized that it would be the only way

to stay afloat.

Why the BJP doesn't want a caste

census

Unlike many regional parties, the BJP

has a bigger balancing act to do. While

it has made inroads into the OBC vote

bank, the party has an even more

committed support base among the

upper castes and upper classes,

including traders. The party, which is

fine with the status quo, apparently

does not wish to take the risk of caste

census as it may lead to cries of

increased reservation, which may go

against a section of the saffron core

support base. "It's a tricky question.

The BJP does not have the cushion of

minority votes either, which is why

caste census can be a risky gambit for

us. Besides, we may earn some brownie

points from the OBCs, but the real

gainers would be the regional parties.

The risk-reward ratio isn't good enough,"

said a BJP leader in Patna, on condition

of anonymity.

The OBC politics

Traditionally, the revival of Mandal

politics has often been described as a

counter to Hindutva 2.0. But the

challenge for the regional satraps is that

the BJP of 2021 is much different than

what the BJP was a decade ago.

The rise of the BJP under Modi has

gained significant ground when it comes

to OBC support, by allowing more

representation to the OBCs in the Union

cabinet and state leadership, granting

OBC reservation in medical education,

and, ofcourse, restoring the right of states

to enumerate OBCs.

Position on caste census

The proponents of the caste census

argue that it will help identify sections

among them that remain on the

government's social welfare radar. The

argument is that it will ensure a trickle-

down of the benefits to the bottom rung.

"With ground reports suggesting that

Mandal benefits are being usurped by

those OBC castes that have come up and

are adequately represented, it is

imperative for the state to take care of

the qualitative and quantitative

difference between different classes to

take ameliorative measures. While there

will be no exclusion of those who have

come up, a more focused approach can

be coined for those left behind among the

OBCs," says a senior JD-U leader,

requesting anonymity.

Will the caste census be Mandal 2?

Though a chorus for caste census is

gaining strength, India is unlikely to see

the return of the aggressive first phase of

Mandal politics of the early 1990s. This

is because the OBC block, which

appeared united in the 1990s, is now

completely divided among caste lines.

"The new Mandal politics is being

handled more deftly than 20 years ago.

Now, caste groups are more aware, which

explains why caste census carries a

stronger appeal than that of OBC unity,"

says Prof. N.K. Choudhary.

The fragmentation, which is often

seen as a result of many affirmative

action policies, is ubiquitous. "Though

the OBC and EBCs are loosely referred

to as homogenous voting blocks in

Bihar, the members of both EBC and

OBC largely behave like an individual

caste group. And caste affiliations

matter when it comes to taking

government benefits or accessing bank

credits. No wonder, Bihar has Yadav

and Kushwaha leaders among the

OBCs, Paswan and Pasi leaders among

the SCs, and Chandrawanshi and

Gangota leaders among the EBCs.

The key point is that no leader has

the following cutting across OBC,

EBC, or SC sections, though they do

influence a particular caste. These

divisions have created fault lines of

opportunities.

Phone no. 9437166391
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Gaurenmunda village : 40 Dalit

families banished & repudiated !
Gaisilet (Bureau): Nuakhai festival has

been observed in Sambalpuri-speaking

areas of Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand

states, including western Odisha. There is

a festive atmosphere all around to

celebrate the festival of unity and

brotherhood. However, 40 oppressed

families in Gaurenmunda village in the

Gaisilet block of Bargarh district are not

celebrating Nuakhai this time. For the past

three months, 40 families in the village

have been outclassed. Villagers have

stopped being associated with these 40

oppressed families. All kinds of relations

with them have been cut off. Starting with

removing them from the shops and all

other work is prohibited for these 40

families. The village, which has a

population of 2000, has a total of 488

families. Of those, 17 percent are

Scheduled Castes. A few months ago, a

dispute arose over a village road. Unable

to resolve the dispute, all 40 Dalit families

except two Dalit families have been

completely evicted from the village. As a

result, the family has been homeless for

three months and facing various

hardships.

For a long time, 40 Dalit families,

women, children, and elderly have been

displaced and deprived of their basic

rights, but the district administration and

the police have been accused of ignoring

the issue. The district attorney's office and

the SP are expected to reach the village

immediately to resolve the dispute.

Odisha leads the country in suicide rates !
Bhubaneswar (Bureau): At a time

when the Covid-19 pandemic is taking a

heavy toll on the lives of people, an

increase in suicide cases in Bhubaneswar

during the lockdown has become a major

cause of concern.

The Odisha capital has witnessed a

marginal increase in suicide cases in the

first half of 2021 compared to the

corresponding period last year. While a

total of 142 suicides were reported

between January and June last year, the

figure increased to 151 during the same

period this year.

According to sources, Bhubaneswar

registered 310 suicides throughout the

year in 2020 of which 142 were reported

between January and June. In 2019, 220

suicide cases were reported in the Capital

city.  This year, 151 persons have died by

suicide till June. The city witnessed 16

and 22 suicides respectively in May and

June when the lockdown was in force

because of Covid-19.

"Suicide has emerged as a major

problem in modern society. In the first

six months of 2021, around 150 suicide

cases have been reported," said

Bhubaneswar Deputy Commissioner of

Police (DCP) Umashankar Dash.

Speaking about the possible reason for

suicides, the DCP said, "One person takes

the extreme step when he/she does not

get assistance or support in time. The

victim may not able to share his/her

problems with any others. It is one of the

major reasons for suicide."

Meanwhile, physiologists

emphasized counseling of people

suffering from mental pressure to avoid

suicide.

Physiologist Dr. Amrit Pattajoshi said,

"The lockdown imposed because of

Covid has resulted in many types of

physiological issues. Suicide is an end

product or result of a mental illness."

There are many reasons for suicide

like family or personal problems. This

apart, loss of employment during the

lockdown, isolation from social life, and

fear of contracting Covid-19 also drive

many to suicide.


