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India's Covid mortality maybe 6-7 times
higher than officially reported: Study
‘Janabadi’ Bureau Review

On January 12, 2022, at 10.15 pm,
Kshitish Biswal, 92, died at his
residence in Bhubaneswar. Comrade
Biswal was at one time a freedom
fighter, a field labor leader, and a
party politician, a man full of
courage and love. At the time of the
Anti-British
Independence
movement, 10-12-year-old Kshitish
was being called upon for tea and
water. His elder brother, Rajkishore
Biswal, a then student ... 4Page-3

About 3.2 million people could have
died from Covid in India by September
last year, six-seven times higher than
reported officially, according to a study
based on one independent and two
government data sources. The research,
published in the journal Science on
Thursday, used an independent
nationally representative survey of
137,289 adults in all states and union
territories interviewed from March 2020
to July 2021.
An international team of researchers
led by Prabhat Jha, a professor at the
University of Toronto in Canada, found
that COVID-19 constituted 29 percent
of deaths from June 2020 to July 2021,
corresponding to 3.2 million (32 lakh)
deaths, of which 2.7 million (27 lakh)
occurred in April-July 2021.

A sub-survey of 57,000 adults
showed similar increases in mortality
with COVID-19 and non-COVID-19
deaths peaking similarly, they said.
Two government data sources
found that, when compared to prepandemic periods, all-cause mortality

- or death from any cause was 27
percent higher in 0.2 million health
facilities and 26 percent higher in civil
registration deaths in 10 states, the
researchers said.
Both increases occurred mostly in
2021, according to the study.
"The analyses find that India's
cumulative COVID deaths by
September 2021 were 6-7 times
higher than reported officially," the
authors of the study said.
The researchers noted that India's
reported COVID-19 death totals are
widely believed to be under-reported
because of factors like incomplete
certification of COVID deaths and
misattribution to chronic diseases.
The first study is mortality reported
in a nationally ...
4Page-3

Dhinkia on the boil : Odisha Police turn violent against protestors
(Reporting by Achyut Mohanty)
The administration in Dhinkia
village in Odisha's Jagatsinghpur
tried to forcibly acquire betel
vineyards on January 14 for Jindal
Steel's proposed plant, only to be
resisted fiercely. Some 30 villagers
sustained injuries on January 14,
2022, when police lathi-charged
those protesting against Jindal Steel
Works (JSW) Ltd and trying to
protect their betel vineyards from
demolition in Dhinkia Gram
Panchayat, Odisha's Jagatsinghpur
district.
Several villagers have been
opposing the Odisha government's
plan to acquire land and betel
vineyards for JSW to set up a 13.2
million tonne per annum steel plant

in the seaside Gram Panchayats of
Dhinkia, Nuagaon, and Gadakujang.
Large numbers of armed police
entered Dhinkia village on January
14 by breaking
the
wooden
barricades
erected by the
residents. The
leaders of JSW
Pratirodh
Sangram Samiti used women and
children as shields to prevent the
entry of police and officials.
But armed police used batons to
disperse the agitators. As a result,
many were injured, Ganesh Das, a
resident of Dhinkia, said.
Pragnyanand Das, the tehsildar of

the Earasama block, said: On January
14, at least 500 villagers, mostly
women, tried to attack the police and
officials, for which the police used
batons to disperse
them. We have
temporarily
stopped
the
dismantling of
betel vines. Many
people are in favor
of the establishment of a steel plant in
this area. But a few people are trying
to foment trouble in Dhinkia.
Das added that the police had
arrested Debendra Swain, the former
Panchayat Samiti member of
Dhinkia, on charges of fomenting
trouble in the area.

Umesh Panda, the additional
superintendent
of
police,
Jagatsinghpur said the administration
had appealed to all betel vine farmers
on January 14 to allow them to
acquire their betel vineyards standing
on government lands.
"Some persons with an ulterior
motive opposed the land acquisition
works in Dhinkia for which the police
used batons to disperse them. Some
policemen sustained injuries when
agitators attacked them," he added.
Twelve platoons of police have
been deployed on the proposed steel
plant site to ensure smooth land
acquisition work and prevent any
untoward incident because of threat
by some anti-land ...
4Page-3
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The key to building a
Godse Zindabad !
repressive state

After the Kalicharan incident, Hindu fundamentalists took to the
streets in support of the Kalicharan. Again, he did not hesitate to
comment on Mahatma Gandhi. In Indore, a group of Hindus protested in front of a statue of Gandhi and demanded the withdrawal of
the case against Kalicharan. In the presence of police, the Hindu group
sounded like 'Godse Zindabad'. The police were silent. It may later
have filed a lawsuit against 50 people. Two days after the incident,
Bhagavad-gita speaker Tarun Murari addressed a public meeting addressed to Mahatma Gandhi, saying, "Neither Mahatma nor can he
be the father of the nation." How can the one who divided the country become the father of the nation? I oppose Mahatma Gandhi who
divided the country. He released a video apologizing for the inconvenience. This is not a connection.
Misinformation about Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru is
on the rise. When the BJP came to power for the second time, a pistol was displayed on the image of the father of the nation. His remarks on social media have been widely circulated. Efforts were made
to erect a statue of Goddess. This is being done deliberately. This socalled Hindutva power has become more active to tarnish the image
of Mahatma Gandhi's greatness not only in the Indian people but also
in the world. The BJP, which is in power at the Center, has failed to
deliver on any of the development promises it made before coming
to power. Rather, ordinary citizens have been the most exploited during this regime. One BJP leader after another has commented on how
the country's democratic values are being attacked. At the moment,
Hindutva groups, Muslims, and the Christian community are reluctant to make hateful comments and comments. "Don't look bad, don't
say bad things, don't listen to bad things," Gandhi said. But today, a
group of people who identify themselves as Hindutva has launched a
vicious campaign to divert Gandhiji's views from the public eye. India is one such country with a unique identity in the world. This identity is the unity of diversity. Here, devotees like Hindus, Muslims,
Christians, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs live among their brotherhood.
But one group is sowing the seeds of communalism for its political
gain. Ordinary citizens want to live in peace.
The responsibility of the government is to develop democracy by
arming democratic justice based on equality, not affiliating with any
group or opinion. But the BJP in the central government has pushed
back on the issue of religion or community by pushing back on constitutional and democratic values. As a result, more than 70 percent
of the country's population is denied basic rights. The development
of agricultural farmers has not been possible, and the number of unemployed and beggars is increasing. The youth of the country are looking for employment but have not found it. Women and children are the
victims of malnutrition. Most people do not get justice. In this case,
the country is in turmoil. At the same time, the country's prime minister has been reluctant to go from one temple to another to identify
himself as a Hindu emperor. The Prime Minister is not barred from
going to the temple. Opposition groups called for a boycott of the assembly. Disobedience to the father of the nation is not just a connection, it is a conspiracy. Behind this are the deliberate plans to cover up
the failure of the government party and the call. It is important today
that the civil society of the country be aware of this.

Pankaj Panigrahi
"In each case, the people have, for
the first time, been offered a chance to
vote. While the human nature of the
human race has not been included in the
rules of non-discrimination, human
cruelty is at the forefront of some of the
most ingenious groups in human
society. Focusing on human activities
and innate character, behaviors created
first the group and then the communal
attitudes, the discrimination. Later,
some of the sectarian and sectarian
extremists in the community began to
try to suppress the innocent by inflicting
on them! Over time, they have become
more and more successful in their
pursuit of self-interest. And the
monarchy began to rule in ancient
human society, gradually increasing its
wealth by extorting treasures from them
and launching repressive attacks on
their friends. By inflicting great wrath
on the common innocent, by breaking
the bond of love between them, by
intensifying sectarian, communal
ideologies, the cruel armies began to
rule in society by disguising themselves
as kings. In the meanwhile, our history
tells the story of how a spirituallyminded king was created and how many
different characters flowed into society
while their descendants sat on that
throne from generation to generation.
Thus, for hundreds of years,
ordinary people, ruled by various kings,
had a kind of moral standard that they
were rulers and that we were ruled by
the oppressed, perhaps the birthright,
which everyone must accept.
Otherwise, the sentence must be upheld,
from the general to the beheading.
While such a mentality is ingrained in
the human mind and its slightly silverlined ideology prevails, the relationship
between that ruler and the ruling party
remains almost the same to this day.
While ruling within the borders of their
respective states, they were able to
manipulate the British public's interest
in this democratic system, so they
exercised their rule, often teaching the
people of the world a transformed
system of governance, which is still
practiced around the world. To say the
least, democracy, but indirectly, is even
tougher than the monarchy, does not
seem to be awakening in anyone's mind
to this day. Almost everyone who
commits adultery has something to say
There is historical knowledge. At one

point in time, many corrupt democracies
were introduced, including the British
system of government. Our country is
one of the few places in the world where
the democratic democracy of the British
Constitution is still in place, and there
is no denying that ordinary people live
a very complicated life in the name of
democracy. "In this case, the British
monarchy is in a state of disarray, and
the situation in the United Kingdom is
not being re-examined. In the meantime,
we, the people of our country, are ruled
by several factions, and the general
public is just a matter of time before we
get to the point where we have to limit
ourselves to some kind of discussion,
experience, and experience. Our rulers,
who have flowed through the dark of
time, can learn something about the
relationship, the way of life of the
common people of our society without
a system, which is rare to see in other
parts of the world. So there is no
uncertain path as to which ruler will
govern us and how our lifestyles will
be taken over by the opportunity of time.
Rule us !! And because of all these
differences, it is often possible to see
how different ruling parties are
governed by the rule of law in our
country.
The ruling party, which has been in
power at various times, has been able
to suppress the common people and
achieve the goals of its crew, the
prevailing British system of governance
in our country. The constitution in this
system ends in a single line for the ruling
party, while thousands for the general
public.
The regulator displays. This means
that the thousands of laws and
regulations enshrined in this
Constitution are for the public only,
while the entire constitution for the
ruling party ends in a single line. It is a
supernatural, constitutional law that
governs the British system of
governance, which is unacceptable to
the general public. That constitutional
law is still in force in our country, after
the delinquency of the democratic
constitution in a Thai repressive state.
Although the language is not spoken to
the general public, Indians are proud to
be proud citizens of a democratic nation.
"In each case, the people have, for
the first time, been offered a chance to
vote. In addition, they take... 4Page-3
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Comrade ...
at Satyavadi Forest School,
had a significant influence. It
is a testament to his courage
to work for a government
servant after teaching for a
while, to resume his teaching
at Kanas High School, to
resign again, to join the
Communist Party as a political
activist, and to join the joys
and sorrows of the common
man. He was a zealous man
for
his
hard
work,
determination, skill, and...
ideals. He was a staunch
opponent of superstition and
piety. Together with Comrade
Nagbhushan Patnaik, his role
in establishing the CPI (ML)
Liberation in Odisha is
undeniable. Born on May 5,
1930, in the village of Tipuri
in the Kanas block of Puri
district, Kshitish was the most
popular "babu" in the Kanas
area. He has left his mark on
all walks of life. His death on
Wednesday marked the end of
an era. The Odisha branch of

the CPIML (Liberation) has
expressed its deepest
condolences to the memory of
the state secretary. His body
was laid to rest at Nagbhushan
Bhavan on Thursday.
'Janabadi' editor Chakradhar
Pradhan, former finance
minister Panchanan Kanungo,
senior journalist Bijneshwar
Sahu, social activist, Narendra
Mohanty, Sudarshan Pradhan,
and many other dignitaries
paid tributes.

India's Covid ...
representative telephone
survey conducted by CVoter,
an independent, private polling
agency.
In addition, the researchers
studied the Government of
India's administrative data on
national facility-based deaths
and civil registration system
(CRS) deaths in 10 states.
As of January 1, 2022,
India has reported over 35
million cases of SARS-CoV2, second only to the US,
while its official cumulative

Covid death count stands at
0.48 million (4.8 lakh).
"If our findings are
confirmed, this may require
substantial upward revision of
the World Health Organization's
estimates of cumulative global
COVID mortality, which as of
January 1, 2022, stood at 5.4
million," the authors said.
The researchers said
model-based estimates of
cumulative COVID deaths
through June 2021 in India
range from a few hundred
thousand to over four million,
with most suggesting a
substantial official undercount.
To better estimate India's
COVID deaths, alternative
approaches to model-based
estimates are needed, they said.
The
World
Health
Organization has recognized
counts of recorded increases in
all-cause mortality during peak
pandemic transmission -which are likely nearly all
caused by COVID infection as a crude but useful method

Dhinkia on the ...
acquisition villagers, Panda
said.
But the other side is

equally adamant about not
giving in.
Sabita Das (34), a female
protestor from Dhinkia said:
"We have been eking out our
livelihoods by raising betel
vines. But the officials are
trying to dismantle our betel
vines. We will fight against
JSW till our last breath."
"The state government
and its armed police in
cahoots with JSW men are
terrorizing people in this area.
They illegally flattened the
betel vineyards of many
villagers. But we will not give
an inch of our land for JSW to
establish a steel plant," Anil
Behera, a paan farmer from
Dhinkia, said.
"The police attack is
condemnable. It speaks
volumes of the state
government's attitude towards
democratic movements,"
Prafulla Samantray, the
president of Lok Shakti
Abhiyan, a non-profit, said.

people by destabilizing the
socio-economic situation.
Protesting the common man by
misleading the general public
by giving false information is
the key to a repressive
government. Cruel rulers are
often able to win the hearts and
minds of the common man
through happy speeches and
false puzzles. By arousing
various artificial insecurities
and fears and stirring up the
human mind, the internal affairs
of the ruler will not be
monitored by the general
public, which will greatly help
them to govern themselves.
Instead of trying to recover,
they wallow in their sadness
and thus, experience more
failure. As a result, they are
more likely to be addicted to
alcohol and to seek help from
others. Such an environment is
quite conducive to creating
favorable conditions for the
rulers of the crew. So creating
a volatile mental environment
in society is an important
conspiracy of a repressive ruler!
Cruel rulers try to win the hearts
and minds of the people by

pretending to be competent
rulers through a series of happy
speeches on the miraculous
path of ascension for all.
Mainly repeating the previous
events, constantly discussing,
reviewing the shortcomings of
the time. It is impossible to be
a good ruler with a governing
body. Because a future seer never
looks back, but what does he look
forward to! It is therefore a
completely futile judgment to
think that an unpredictable ruler
can ever prosper the common
man. The man who repeats the
past over and over again must be
ignorant. And the betterment of
a society under the control of an
ignorant ruler is impossible to
achieve except in the sense of
being alone. So hopefully if you
don't try to protect yourself from
the tyranny of such a cruel ruler
in a repressive state, no one will
be able to give happiness and
peace to the common people who
live in a state of oppression and
live a life of oppression for
generations. !
Social Forum (India)
Chhatrapur, village.
Telephone: 9437324917.

to track the pandemic.
To fill the gaps in India's
national-level COVID death
estimates, the researchers
quantified COVID mortality in
India using one independent and
two government data sources.
The
results
show
consistency between the size of
viral waves and Covid deaths.
"Our study finds that Indian
COVID
deaths
are
substantially greater than
estimated from official reports,'
the authors added.
The
team
includes
researchers from the Center
For Voting Opinions and
Trends in Election Research,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh, Indian
Institute of Management
Ahmedabad, Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, Development Data
Lab, Washington, US, and
Department of Economics,
Dartmouth College.
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advantage of how they
operate. But later, outraged by
their results, they re-elected
another
group
whose
governance system was even
more parallel than before.
Maybe there is no permanent
solution to this ...... ?? !!
However, to understand their
cycle, many things can be lost if
one is free from the temptations
of one's mind and one can use
one's knowledge. The secret
behind creating a repressive
nation and keeping the ruler in
power for a long time is to know
that ...... first, by creating
sectarian and communal
sentiments, by discriminating,
the love that is in the human
mind, by creating a rift. Doing
so only arouses feelings of
personal interest without
intimacy with anyone. This
means that by destroying
brotherhood by creating
divisions between different
groups and communities, the
people will not be able to rally
and the ruling party will remain
intact. By providing inhumane,
inhuman, or degrading
treatment to the victims, they

will be able to co-operate with
the authorities and suppress the
innocent. " When the lifestyles
of ordinary people affected by
corruption are disrupted, the
rulers can save their rule by
donating a little help. If the
lifestyles of the common people
are disrupted by the financial
unrest after the economic
turmoil has disrupted the lives
of the people after disrupting the
social and economic situation at
various times, they will be able
to keep the ruler in their grip and
rely on various assistance to
keep the ruler in his seat. In
many cases, it is possible to win
the hearts and minds of the
people by simply trying to win
the hearts and minds of the
people by simply showing them
the power of the people in
power. The power-hungry ruler
has a deadly plot to destroy
people's memory. This means
that the memory of the past is
destroyed, and the general
public is more likely to forget
about the past and forget about
the past. It is often the chief
conspiratorial ideology of a
cruel ruler to awaken the human

mind and to awaken the
emotions of the future by
darkening the opposing
ideologies of the past. While
security is a major issue for
human beings, the future is
insecure and the rulers are
determined to create their image
in the human mind. By reducing
the training system, keeping the
developing human brain within
one boundary, and arousing the
unnatural lust of abundance, the
ruler will inevitably remain in
power due to a lack of expertise
in the field of education. This
means that a person who, by
narrowing down the source of
knowledge and using it as his
slave, by providing timely and
timely education, calls the
common man a good ruler, is
never a good ruler. Her
interpretation of reality needs to
be dissected to create an
appropriate sense. If the socioeconomic
system
and
exchanges are downgraded,
those in power and their allies
will be able to inflict outrage on
the common man. So the cruel
rulers are always trying to
increase the suffering of the
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India : 'Auction' of Muslim women on
apps reveals widespread online abuse
This is clear from the fact that communal forces are
conspiring to make millions of young people in the country
rioters and murderers in the name of religion instead of
encouraging them to be good people who are tolerant of
other religions and sensitive to women. Of course, there is
no better option for rulers who have failed to employ
educated young people in the country.

Authorities are investigating
the architects behind Bulli Bai, an
app that shared dozens of images
of prominent Muslim women for
a fake online "auction" before it
was taken down.
Indian journalist Zeba Warsi
woke up one morning in early
January to find her name on an
online "auction" app targeting
Muslim women.
"I felt angry and helpless that
this is happening to me and so
many other Muslim women in the
country," she told DW.
The open-source app on the
Github platform called Bulli Bai
- a derogatory term that is
sometimes used to describe
Muslim women - had shared

pictures of dozens of women
without their consent before it was
taken down.
Users could bid on journalists,
activists, celebrities, and artists,
with their photos and names
displayed as "Bulli Bai of the Day."
"If you are a woman and a
Muslim voice in this country, you
become a soft target," Warsi said.
Over 100 women were listed on
the app, most of whom were vocal
on social media platforms,
especially about the rights of
Muslims in India.
"They're journalists, activists,
politicians, they're active in the
social space in India. They're vocal
about issues in the country,
specifically about the rising

Islamophobia," Warsi said.
"It is very clear why we were
targeted. In a patriarchal society
like India, if you want to target a
community, you target its women,"
she said, adding that the
perpetrators
were
likely
emboldened by the rise of Hindu
right-wing
ideology.
Several other
Indian Muslim
journalists were
targeted by the
app, including
Ismat Ara who
filed and then
shared on social
media a police
complaint that
said the app was
"designed
to
insult Muslim
women."
Mumbai police
said they were
investigating
whether the app,
which did not
involve any actual
auctioning of
people, was part of a "larger
conspiracy."
Police crackdown on app
architects
IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnav
said GitHub had confirmed
blocking the user and that the
country's cyber security authority
and police are coordinating for
further action.
The "government of India is
working with police organizations
in Delhi and Mumbai on this
matter," he said.
Police in the cities of Mumbai
and Delhi have arrested four people
so far.
The creator of the app, Neeraj
Bishnoi, including three other

Valchandra Sarangi
perpetrators, Shweta Singh,
Mayank Rawal, and Vishal Kumar
Jha, are believed to be influenced
by Hindu right-wing ideology. All
of them were between the ages of
18 and 25 years, police said.
The youngest of those arrested
so far is from the northern Indian
state of Uttarakhand.
The 18-year-old made contact
with Hindu right-wing users on
social media after finishing her
school-leaving exams in 2021, a
local police official told Reuters.
The official, who declined to be
named, said she had told him that
her actions were based on Hindu
right-wing ideology, which she
had picked up on social media
platforms Facebook, WhatsApp,
and Twitter.
"She came to social media to
distract herself but she kept
getting entangled in it," the
official said.
Delhi police have also arrested
Aumkareshwar Thakur, the man
believed to be responsible for the
first app, Sulli Deals - another
pejorative term for Muslim
women. The app too created an
online auction, describing its
targets as "deal of the day."
'Hate factories'
The Wire reported on Thursday
that the app Tek Fog is used by
users to "amplify right-wing
propaganda to a domestic
audience." The Indian news outlet
also claimed the app had links to
India's ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).
Two days later, opposition
politician Rahul Gandhi tweeted
about the "hate factories" created
by the BJP, which he claimed led
to the radicalization of the makers
behind the Bulli Bai app.
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"A
vocal
Muslim woman
is everything that
they hate - they
hate women, they
hate women who
speak up, and
they
hate
Muslims. All the
women
they
targeted had a
combination of
these
three
things," she said.
Muslims
make up around
14% of India's
Journalist Arfa Khanum
Sherwani then released on
Sunday a list of prominent
female voices from various
faiths, including Hindus,
who have been targeted and
threatened by Tek Fog. The
ruling party and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
have not released a formal
statement on the matter so
far. Women throughout
India have expressed
concerns over the use of
apps and social media
platforms to spread hate and
target religious minority

1.3 billion population.
Some sections of the
minority community have
been at odds with Prime
Minister
Modi's
administration and Hindu
right-wing supporters,
including
over
a
controversial 2019 citizenship
law that sparked mass protests.
Only after the activism of the
Mumbai police have they been
forced to show urgency. If the
government had taken such
action from the outset, it would
not have been possible to do
so today.

groups.
"I have toned down a lot
on social media. We all have
families who get bothered a
lot, especially with this level
of helplessness," Hasiba
Amin, the opposition party's
national social media
convener, said in an
interview with local
newspaper The Deccan
Herald.
Amin was targeted in the
Bulli Bai and Sulli Deals
cases. She told the
newspaper that those behind
the app "hate" vocal women.

Impoverished mother-son sell chips for survival !

Cuttack (Bureau): Gyan
Ranjan, a 10-year-old boy, is
roaming on village streets
selling Fried snacks or chips
studying at the same time.
"Chips seller" is written on the

wrist of Gyan Ranjan, a
fourth-grader.
Gyan Ranjan, who was
walking around
h e r e ,
wearing
short pants
and a tees h i r t ,
holding a
polythene
tube in his
hand, had
an insane
dream in his
mind, but
the situation
brought him
to the forefront of the village.
The mother makes prepares
chips, puts them in packets and
hands them over to Gyana for
selling in the village. From the
meager sum of money earned,

the mother and son struggle to
survive. After the death of his
father in January 2021, the
mother and son are now living
in a state of homelessness. The
family was left wondering
how to run the mud house.
How to nurture his small kid ,
how to run the gas burner for
preparing food? But in the
face
of
a d v e r s i t y,
Puspalata
decided to
sell chips.
After the
BaideshwarGopinathpur
T-bridge in
Banki,
a
l a r g e
number of
tourists
flocked to

Singhath's pedestal. Crowds
are also flocking to the bridge
for selfie points. As a result,
Gyana the kid is now selling
chips at this pedestal as he
goes from village to village.
But now again, the Covid
situation has raised concerns
for both puspalata and kid
Gyana. The government's

housing plan is a dream come
true for the family. Concerns
have been raised about the
future of the 10-year-old
Gyana's education, and on the
other hand, the government's
concern over the welfare of
the mother and son, as well as
the government's plans for the
future of the impoverished.
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Minimum legal age of marriage for
women being raised to 21 years : pros and cons
Sima Azad
The government of India has proposed raising the
minimum legal age of marriage for women from 18 to
21 years. Currently, the minimum legal age for women
to marry is 18 years; for men, the corresponding age is
21 years.
A bill to formalize such a legal change was presented
in the Lok Sabha on December 21. However, after
resistance from the opposition parties, it was sent to a
parliamentary panel for further evaluation. As per the
bill, the new minimum marital age for women shall
prevail over all the personal laws; therefore, the legal
age of marriage will be raised for all females regardless
of their religion.
In 1978, the Indian government had increased the
legal minimum marital age for girls from 15 to 18 years
and boys from 18 to 21 years.
Proponents of increasing the marital age for women
argue that currently, several girls are forced to drop their
studies for marriage, and increasing the minimum legal
age required to marry to 21 would give them time to
pursue their studies and offer an opportunity to pursue
higher education.
Another contention is that pregnancies in teenage
girls heighten the possibility of high blood pressure,

anemia, and many other health issues
in the mother, and can also lead to
severe pregnancy complications that
can cause the death of the mother.
This is why raising the age of
marriage for girls could help
decrease the maternal mortality rate.
Early marriages also cause
mental health problems, as per
studies, so increasing the legal age
shall reduce the possibility of mental
health issues among young brides.
Finally, the decision is also
projected as one affirming the
principle of gender neutrality, by making the minimum
marital age for women the same as that for men.
On the other hand, opponents of the change argue
that child marriages are rife in India at present despite
the same being barred by law. As per the National Family
Health Survey (2019-2021), one-fourth of the women
aged between 20-24 years were married before turning
18 years old. After the COVID-19 outbreak, the
incidence of child marriages has increased across the
world. Therefore, the problem lies in the implementation
of the existing laws.
It is therefore argued that instead of
legally increasing the minimum marital age,
the root cause of child marriage should be
addressed to bring about a value change in
society.
Another argument against the proposal
is that some girls from especially
conservative, regressive, and patriarchal
families escape their families' clutches by
choosing to marry a person of their choice
after turning 18 years old. As a result of the
proposed legal amendment, such girls
would have to wait for three more years;
this period could be misused by families

and the wider community to threaten and control such
girls.
In 2018, the Law Commission of India had suggested
decreasing the minimum legal age of men from 21 to
18 years and recommended keeping both the genders'
minimum legal age to marry as 18 years.
According to government data from 2019, the
average age to marry for women is 22.1 years. This figure
has gradually risen over the years, which shows that the
change is voluntary. The change has taken place largely
as the education rate among women has improved.
Therefore, the solution to the problems that the
proposed amendment seeks to resolve may lie in
enhancing education for girls, conducting awareness
programs on the importance of education among
communities with low female education rates, and
sensitizing young students of both genders about the
importance of individual financial stability and the
dangers of teenage pregnancies.
Girls belonging to socio-economically weak families
are forced into child marriages and providing them
financial support, especially for pursuing education, will
automatically raise the age of marriage among women.
Telephone: 950620722

Dhinkia unrest on, villagers take out lathi rally
Alleging police excess on those opposing the
proposed JSW steel plant, Dhinkia villagers took
out a protest 'lathi' rally on Thursday.
According to villagers, Surendra and Ripun
Swain of the panchayat were arrested on
Wednesday allegedly on false charges.
Villagers also alleged that police detained one
Laxman Mallick and reportedly forced him to hand
over his betel vine besides threatening to register

a case against him if he did not comply.
Led by Jindal Pratirodha Sangram Samiti (JPSS)
member Debendra Swain, agitators from Dhinkia,
Patana, and Mahala rallied and congregated at
Phulkhai temple.
Meanwhile, a 15-member delegation of the
United Kisan Morcha visited Dhinkia on the day
to extend solidarity to the movement. Former MLA
Narayan Reddy, senior environmentalists Prafulla
Samantaray, Suresh Panigrahi, Sudarshan Pradhan,
Slum Protection Forum leaders Pramila Behera,
and Shankar Sahu besides senior CPI leader Shashi
Bhushan Swain joined the rally. They also met
administrative officials and police and urged them
to stop the forceful demolition of betel vines.

Contacted, Erasama tehsildar C Pragyananda
Das said villagers are dismantling their betel vines
voluntarily and no force has been used.
"If they are facing any problems, they should
approach district administration directly for
resolution," added Das.
Around 192 betel vines belonging to 167
villagers were demarcated, of which 118 have been
dismantled. A total of 53 beneficiaries have
received financial assistance of `1.41 lakh as
compensation.
Earlier, Dhinkia had turned into a battlefield
after police and villagers clashed over the
demarcation of Mahala, the newly-created village,
on December 20, 2021.
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Why villagers in Odisha's Jagatsinghpur
are against the JSW Utkal project
Protests reprise resistance against large industries in
other parts of Odisha, such as Hindalco Industries Ltd's
bauxite mine in Koraput district in recent months, and
Tata group and Vedanta Ltd's projects in Kalinganagar
and Niyamgiri, respectively, in earlier years. For over
16 years now, villagers in Odisha's Jagatsinghpur
district have been resisting attempts to establish a
large industrial project that could generate thousands
of direct and indirect jobs and boost the local
economy.
The region has attracted companies
because it is suitable for heavy
industry, given its location along the
eastern coast, proximity to coal and
mineral ore deposits, and railway and
highway connections.
Between 2005 and 2015, locals
fought a pitched battle against South
Korean steel giant POSCO's efforts to build a 12
billion dollar integrated steel project in the district.
Hundreds of them were named in over 400 allegedly
fabricated cases, and many were arrested and jailed.
In 2013, the government forcibly acquired land at
the site, drawing a sharp rebuke from UN human
rights experts.
But the anti-POSCO movement stayed on course
and non-violent, garnering support from activists and
civil society groups across the world. Eventually, after
confronting many judicial and regulatory hurdles,
POSCO exited the project in 2015-2016, marking a

huge victory for the movement.
The victory was short-lived. In 2017, the Odisha
government approved a proposal from JSW Utkal
Steel Ltd to set up an integrated steel plant with a
captive thermal power plant, cement grinding unit,
and jetty on the same site.
In August 2020, Odisha Chief Minister Navin
Patnaik urged JSW group chairman Sajjan Jindal to
maximize the potential for job creation and revenue

generation for the state.
Hindalco, Tata, Vedanta precedents
But like in the case of POSCO, local villagers are
strongly opposed to the plan. Since the project's
announcement in 2017, they have organized numerous
rallies and demonstrations, saying they did not want the
project and raising slogans such as 'Jindal Go Back' and
'Navin Patnaik hay (shame shame).'
These protests reprise resistance against large
industries in other parts of Odisha, such as Hindalco
Industries Ltd's bauxite mine in Koraput district in recent
months, and Tata group and Vedanta Ltd's projects in

Kalinganagar and Niyamgiri, respectively, in earlier years.
Although the government claimed these industries
would fuel development and generate jobs, locals
opposed them fearing displacement, land alienation, and
loss of livelihoods.
Recent weeks have seen a sharp spike in a
confrontation between the state and villagers opposed
to the JSW project in Jagatsinghpur. They were
triggered by the demarcation of limits for new revenue
villages in the project area conducted by
revenue officials in end-November amid
heavy police deployment.
Locals alleged new villages were
being carved out of existing hamlets to
divide people and fracture the movement
and demonstrated in large numbers
before revenue officials and police
officers who visited the site for
demarcation work.
Subsequently, hundreds who participated in these
protests were implicated in allegedly fabricated cases,
and police pickets are currently in place on all three
roads entering Dhinkia village, the epicenter of the
anti-Jindal movement.
This reporter visited Dhinkia and other villages
in the project area and spoke to multiple stakeholders
to understand why locals were opposed to the project,
how the efforts to facilitate it differed from the
POSCO venture, and if JSW could be held
accountable for alleged human rights violations.

CM Naveen's BSKY Promise Falls Flat, Beneficiaries
Return Empty-Handed From Hospital
Has the much-hyped and ambitious scheme of
the Odisha government gone haywire? The cases
and the allegations of some of the beneficiaries speak
volumes about the scheme. Last year, in August,
while launching the smart health card under the Biju
Swasthya Kalyaan Yojana (BSKY), Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik had said that families
would be able to avail of treatment up to Rs 5 lakh
per annum. It was like an injection of hope for the
people of a State where healthcare services often
hit headlines for all wrong reasons. However, the
smart card seems to have failed to serve the purpose.
Has the much-hyped and ambitious scheme of
the Odisha government gone haywire? The cases
and the allegations of Kabuli Sahoo of Brahmagiri
and Gyanab Swain of Balasore, somewhere stand
testament to the same.
Unable to bear the medical expenses, Kabuli
Sahoo has been suffering from a backbone-related

ailment for the last five years. Though after getting
the health card, he reached out to a private hospital
in Bhubaneswar for treatment, he had to return
empty-handed.
"They didn't accept my health card. I went to
the Capital city with the hope of getting treatment
by showing the state government's health card, but
the card proved useless for me," alleged Sahoo.
Gyanab Swain is suffering from Appendicitis
but he too has the same problem. "We didn't have
money for operation but after getting the health
card when we reached out to a private hospital, a
sir (a doctor) there told us 'the card won't work
and it has been falsely printed'," he alleged.
Another elderly patient, who has been admitted
to the Hi-Tech Medical College & Hospital in
Rourkela for treatment after sustaining serious
backbone injuries in a bull attack, shared similar
problems. "Though we submitted the health card

to get the benefits, the hospital authorities said that
only Rs 15000 can be relaxed by using the card
and the rest amount needs to be paid in cash,"
alleged an attendant of the patient.
In another instance of alleged callousness
towards health services in the State, one Gayatri
College of Nursing in Baripada with which the
State government has signed an agreement for
treatment of those bearing the health card, is
reportedly shut for the last several days.
"I went to the hospital today with my family
for treatment, but it was shut. When I contacted
the hospital authorities, they said the hospital has
no doctors and staff and hence, it remains closed,"
said a local, Tapan Kumar Pati.
Responding to the allegation, Mayurbhanj
collector Vineet Bhardwaj said, "We will look into
the issue. We are going to visit all the hospitals
today. In case of any issue, we will resolve it."
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Bhima Koregaon Violence: Four Different Theories, but No Justice in Sight

From
the
Reliance
Infrastructure workers' arrest to the
Naxalite angle, the Bhima
Koregaon violence case is mired in
multiple theories.
In 2018, months before the
Pune police had launched a
country-wide raid at the houses and
offices of activists, academics, and
lawyers, the Maharashtra state
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) had
rounded up five men - all
contractual workers at the Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd - for their alleged
involvement in the disruption
caused at the anti-caste
commemoration
at
Bhima
Koregaon near Pune on January 1
that year.
The initial story, however,
swiftly changed within days. From
probing their "reasons" to be at
Bhima Koregaon, the ATS had
moved to look at their involvement
in protecting and sheltering a
person allegedly from the banned
CPI (Maoist) organization. The five
arrested men -Satyanarayan
Rajayya Karrela, Babu Shankar
Buchayya Vanguri, Shankarayya
Lingayya Gunde, Ravi Rajanna
Maarampalli, and Saidul Narsimha
Singapanga - had to suffer
incarceration for a prolonged time.
One of them, Singapanga, was
released on bail only three years
later, in May 2021.
While granting Singapanga
bail, Bombay high court judge
Bharati Dangre had noted that she
did not find any prima facie
evidence to hold him in custody.
Others were granted "default bail"
after the ATS had failed to file a
chargesheet within the stipulated
period.
That year was the 200th
anniversary of the struggle of
Bhima Koregaon, a significant day
in anti-caste history. Several lakh
Bahujans, especially those
belonging to the Dalit community,
commemorated the participation of
Dalit soldiers who, along with the
East India Company, trounced the
casteist Peshwa-led army of the
Maratha empire in 1818.
Similar to the Reliance
Infrastructure workers' case, there
are three more cases registered with

different sets of accused but
revolving around the violence that
broke out at Bhima Koregaon. Four
years since the case dragged on.
This is the fourth year since the
attack on the Dalit visitors at Bhima
Koregaon. In this article, we take a
look at each of these cases, the
police's various versions, and their
legal status today.
A case mired in multiple theories
Starting with the Reliance
Infrastructure limited workers' case.
The five arrested men, all Dalits and
from Telangana, worked at the
Chembur unit of Reliance
Infrastructure. They were actively
involved in the Mumbai Electric
Employees' Union (MEEU) work,
seeking adequate compensation for
workers and fighting for their labor
rights. Their activism stuck out like
a sore thumb and the management
waited for an opportunity to get rid
of them. "So, when we were
arrested, the management dismissed
us promptly," says Vanguri.
The five workers, all in their late
30s, were active in the separate
Telangana movement (for the
creation of a separate Telangana
state), even though they worked in
Mumbai. "We would organize
several public meetings and protests
in the city," Vanguri shares. And that
made them an easy target, he feels.
The ATS, in the chargesheet,
claimed that the five workers, along
with one driver working in
Dombivili - in the outskirts of
Mumbai -provided an alleged
Maoist shelter. The alleged Maoist,
Ajay Dasari, also from Telangana,
was also arrested and later released
on bail. "Back home (in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh), those who
associated with the Telangana
movement were all painted as
Maoist supporters. We too became
a victim of it," Babu told The Wire.
Babu, along with 40 other coworkers had visited Bhima
Koregaon on December 31, 2017.
And the same night, they returned.
So, when the ATS arrested five
Reliance Infrastructure workers,
including Babu, several union
leaders had approached the ATS
officials to know the reasons for
their arrest. "The ATS chief told me

that their arrest was not connected
to the Bhima Koregaon violence,"
says Vasudevan, general secretary of
the MEEU.
But Babu says the line of
questioning was all about Bhima
Koregaon. "We were asked why we
had traveled to Bhima Koregaon,
why we attended Elgar Parishad.
Why were we fighting for causes of
workers outside Reliance etc? The
ATS seemed unhappy with our
political and social conviction," he
says.
After the arrests, all their family
members were forced to leave the
city. The men, however, had to stick
around in Mumbai as that is one of
the primary conditions of their bail.
"The arrest achieved what it had to:
break the Union's work," he says.
Even as the Reliance
Infrastructure workers' case
continued, without much media
attention, the Pune police had
launched an all-India investigation
into what it claimed - the spread of
"Urban Naxalism". Acting on the
FIR registered by a Pune-based
businessman Tushar Damgude,
several teams of Pune police carried
out synchronized raids in several
cities on April 18, 2018. Organizers
of Elgar Parishad, an event held at
Shaniwar Wada on December 31,
2017, were questioned, their laptops
and other electronic gadgets were
seized. The police also targeted
human rights activists and lawyers,
who had nothing to do with the
event.
But it was not until June 6 that
year that the police made their first
arrests. Five persons - Sudhir
Dhawale, Surendra Gadling,
Mahesh Raut, Shoma Sen, and
Rona Wilson - were arrested in the
first round. The Pune police
claimed that all arrested persons
were involved in "anti-national"
activities and were spreading the
Maoist propaganda in the urban
region. They were called "Urban
Naxals".
The police claimed that the
accused persons played a direct role
in inciting violence at Bhima
Koregaon on January 1, 2018, by
organizing and participating in the
Elgar Parishad event. Only
Dhawale and Sen were present at
the event.
Within months, as the police's
action intensified, the story slowly
started changing. Now, the accused
persons, along with six more
persons -Sudha Bharadwaj, Arun
Ferriera, Vernon Gonsalves,
Varavara Rao, and Gautam
Navlakha - were accused of
plotting a "Rajiv Gandhi-style
assassination" of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. On August 28 that
year, the police went to arrest the
second group of activists and

lawyers but following the
interventions in both the high court
and the Supreme Court, they were
moved into house arrest.
As the Maharashtra police, then
under chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis-led BJP government,
started making newer arrests, the
story weaving around Bhima
Koregaon too became weaker. The
police were no longer focussing on
the Bhima Koregaon violence.
Newer claims were made every
week. The police introduced an
"international angle" and claimed
the arrested accused were in touch
with Maoists from Nepal. Senior
Maoist leader Milind Teltumbde,
who was killed in an ambush late
last year in Gadchiroli, was accused
of being the mastermind in the case.
In 2020, as the BJP government
fell and the coalition government
called the Mahavikas Aghadi
(MVA) composed of Shiv Sena,
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP),
and Congress was formed in the
state, the home ministry handed
over the case to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA). More
arrests followed. On April 14,
2020, academic Anand Teltumbde
and Navlakha - who had secured a
pre-arrest bail - were taken into
custody. Singers and anti-caste
activists of the cultural group Kabir
Kala Manch - Sagar Gorkha, Jyoti
Jagtap, and Ramesh Gaichore -were
arrested too. Eight-four-year-old
Jharkhand-based tribal rights
activist and Jesuit priest, Father
Stan Swamy, was also among those
arrested. Swamy, following illtreatment in Taloja jail, died on July
5 last year.
Of the 16 arrested, only two
persons - Varavara Rao and
Bharadwaj -are out on bail right
now. It has been over three and half
years, the trial is yet to commence.
A look at the initial complaints,
registered
by
two
feisty
Ambedkarite women - Sushma Ohol
and Anita Sawle from Pune indicates that the Naxalite angle
introduced by the police was an
afterthought.
On December 29, 2017, three
days before the violence that broke
out at Bhima Koregaon village,
Ohol, a resident of Vadhu Budruk
village, near Bhima Koregaon, had
registered a case at Shikrapur police
station. Ohol accused Milind
Ekbote, a Pune-based Brahmin
Hindutva leader and also the
founder of the Dharmaveer
Sambhaji Maharaj Smruti Samiti, as
well as 49 others from Vadhu
Budruk village of casteist violence
in the village.
This, Ohol had stated, was a
start to the violence in the region,
including the one at Bhima
Koregaon on January 1.

The
Shikrapur
police,
however, did not take her
complaint seriously and after the
investigation was carried out
shoddily, a chargesheet was filed
with identical witness statements.
Similarly, in another case
registered by Sawle on January 2,
she named Ekbote and Shiv
Pratishthan Hindustan leader
Manohar Kulkarni alias Sambhaji
Bhide as the "masterminds" of the
attack at Bhima Koregaon. Her
complaint had led to the arrest of
Ekbote following the cancellation
of his pre-arrest bail in the
Supreme Court. Bhide, however,
was never even called for
questioning, leave alone being
arrested in the case.
Both these cases, handled by
the Pune police have been put on
the backburner and even after the
MVA government came into
power, the cases have not been
pursued. Bhide, who enjoys clout
across Maharashtra's western
region, is believed to be supported
both by the right-wing groups and
the Congress.
Advocate Nihalsing Rathod,
who is representing several
arrested activists in the Elgar
Parishad case, says the confusion
and multiple theories were floated
only to protect Bhide and Ekbote.
"We have from the start maintained
that the state should probe their
role in the violence and one would
be able to establish a direct link.
Unless the state machinery does
that, innocent people will continue
to languish in jail," Rathod added.
In the Bhima Koregaon
violence, several Dalit Bahujans
had testified of having seen a large
mob carrying saffron flags
ransacking their vehicles and
attacking them. Stones were stored
on the terrace of several buildings
and thrown at the gathering. Many
travel vehicles were torched and
casteist abuses were hurled, they
had claimed. These allegations
were never probed.
In the violence, a Maratha
youth Rahul Babaji Phatangale
was killed. The police arrested
three Dalit men. Of them, one died
soon after he was released on bail.
The case is still pending in court.
The violence at Bhima
Koregaon changed the discourse
around the Bhima Koregaon
struggle. Once an Ambedkarite
congregation, where lakhs of
people gathered to pay their
tribute to the soldiers who fought
for their dignity, is today looked
at with suspicion. Barricades have
come up at the spot and the entire
area sees heavy police presence.
Despite the shift in narrative,
Ambedkar's followers continue to
gather here in large numbers.
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